Riverside Nature Center

JUNE 2017

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director

Becky Etzler

We have recently begun to use a tag line in most of our publications and promotions:
“Planting seeds for the future.” I believe this is an apt expression of what we do here at
Riverside Nature Center. We are not an organization which stands on the corner with
signs in our hands or uses megaphones to blast our message. Like all veteran gardeners,
we take the route of patience and nurture. We quietly and consistently serve as a
community resource for environmentally sound practices. With care and compassion,
we guide ideas and ideals. We invite others to join us in our observations and explorations of the natural world. With a tender hand we tend to the soil, trees, flowers, shrubs,
vines and all their various and magnificent inhabitants. All of this is done with the firm
belief, the wisdom of our efforts will be gleaned by another, then another, thus the
continuation of the unending cycle.

You may witness this dedication on any given day, however, its truth and evidence is most tangible during the
week of the KISD 4th Grade Field Days. Over 40 passionate and committed volunteers, RNC staff and employees
of local environmental agencies share their knowledge and love of the natural world with more than 330 nine
year olds. For many of these children, this is an awakening. Of course, they have seen flowers and probably
have waded in the Guadalupe River. What they did not notice before now is the small, spiny, orange and black
caterpillar clinging to the underside of the passion vine leaf, or the fact that the same water they waded in is the
source of drinking water for not only them but the
people living downstream in Wimberley. To witness
this awakening of awareness is a validation. One
more seed has been successfully planted.
Furthering the opportunity for our community youth
to experience the wonders and complexities of our
natural world is a priority at Riverside Nature Center.
It is with much gratitude and appreciation that I
thank all of you who participated in the Big Give
2017. We were able to raise $2,165 which will be
used to fund a 2nd grade field day program. With
every contact we have with the children, their
awareness and appreciation grows. Like the veteran
gardener, we must nurture those small seeds so they
grow into healthy, environmentally conscious adults.
As an environmentally conscious adult, I invite you
to join us in planting seeds for the future. You can
do this through a tax deductible donation, becoming
a member, volunteering, participating in our summer
Nature Night programs (bring your grandchild or a
neighborhood kid) or by exploring our summer
exhibit, Hats Off to Nature opening later this month.
Until next time… Becky
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RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

www.riversidenaturecenter.org
830 257-4837

JUNE 2017 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs
Thursday, June 8
Nature Night 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday June 17
RNC Bird Walks & Talks
8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.

Wild” scavenger hunt on the
grounds of Riverside Nature
Center. Items to seek will
include fossils, rocks, flowers,
butterflies, bugs and critters,
among other things.
Free Family Fun. See page 5 for more information.

Paul & Deloris Sellin are
bird watchers who love
sharing and counting our
local birds. Join them in
front of the visitor center for an
adventure along the river trail.
All ages welcome. Free Family Fun.

Saturday, June 10
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Look for us in the National
Get Outdoors Day celebration

Thursday, June 22
Nature Night 6:00 -7:00 p.m.
“Tracks!” With Lee Burton,

What’s Out There? A “ Go

tracker. Look to see who was
here or there. Check page 6.

Louise Hays Park

Tuesday, June 13
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Walk with Shucks, our resident

Tuesday, June 27

Tropical Costa Rica

Collette Gateway travel
presentation.
1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

corn snake and Karen Millikan to
Learn about snakes. All ages
welcome. Free Family Fun

See page 4 for further
information.

Thursday, June 15
Nature Night 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Hats Off to Nature!” Exhibit

Thursday, June 29
Nature Night 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Rivers & Floods~ the good, the
bad, the ugly? Tara Bushnoe

opening. Susan Sander, our
in-house naturalist, takes us
through the new exhibit with
lots of interesting facts.
Free Family Fun.

.

from the UGRA enlightens us
about flood awareness and the
nature of floods. Why flooding
is good, when it can be bad,
resulting in some ugly prospects.
Be sure to come and get this
vital information. Free Family Fun. See page 6.
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We thank you , volunteers
for the 4th Grade Field Days.
You made it successful.
Johnny Arredondo

Betty Clyburn

Kathy Leonard

Elliot Patterson

Rebecca Svoboda

Richard Atkinson

Teresa Coleman

Travis Linscomb

Deanna Pfeffer

Maggie Tatum

Heather Barnes

Judy Ferguson

Sara Mayfield

Edna Platte

Peggy Thompson

Diane Boerner

Rachel Garrison

Susan McKinley

Elsa Roberts

Kelly Umphres

Marie Brown

Pam Goolsby

Martha Miesch

Liz Ross

Travis Waiser

Tara Bushnoe

Sarah Hilburn

Karen Millikan

Susan Sander

Melinda Wasson

Jerry Clark

Sharon Hixson

Joyce Moore

Chris Seifert

Lyneen Williams

Terrie Clark

Barb Jansen

Ashley Newsome

John Sloan

Morgan Williams

Julie Clay

Lydia Jetson

Barbara Oates

Susan Sommers

Patty Zohlen

Steve Clyburn

Debbie Lea

Karen Pardue

Mimi Stidham

Stan Zwinggi
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Come Learn about Tropical Costa Rica

On Tuesday, June 27, 2017, at 1 p.m.
Riverside Nature Center invites you to a special Collette travel presentation about
Tropical Costa Rica and the upcoming trip scheduled February 5-13, 2018.
Explore nature preserves from the capital San Jose through lush countryside of the Central Valley
with a tour of the Doka Coffee Estate
steeped with history in Guanacaste.
Monteverde Cloud Forest Hanging Bridge
Travel into the secluded Monteverde Cloud
Forest preserve across “hanging bridges.”
Learn about the migratory birds, butterflies,
a gallery of hummingbirds and other wildlife
in this unique cloud forest ecosystem.
Next, on to the Arenal volcano region with
abundant wildlife around the largest lake in
Costa Rica, and a riverboat trip in Cano
Negro.
Call (830)257-4837 to RSVP or
email: rnc.kerrville@gmail.com

Costa Rican Beach

Arenal Volcano
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Make Thursday NighT “NaTure NighTs” 6:00–7:00 P.M.
aT The riVerside NaTure CeNTer This suMMer
LOOk aT Our LiNe-uP OF PreseNTers & TOPiCs FOr JuNe:
Program – What’s Out There? (June 8th, 6-7pm)
A “Go Wild” scavenger hunt on the grounds of Riverside
Nature Center. Items to seek will include fossils, rocks,
flowers, butterflies, bugs and critters, among other things.
The search will be led by Susan Longacre
with the help of her grandson, Gavin Williams.
Susan Longacre is a rock reader - that is, her geologic specialty is reading and understanding the geologic history that is ‘frozen’ in rocks – particularly carbonates, which make up our hillsides.
After getting BS and PhD degrees at The University of
Texas at Austin, Susan and her family moved to Houston.
Though now retired from Chevron, half of Susan’s 34year career was with Getty Oil Company, the other with
Texaco. For both companies, she was a research
specialist in carbonate rocks.
In addition to being a relatively new quilter, Susan volunteers in the Meadow at Riverside Nature Center and is
the Lead Seed in the Gleaners Group at RNC. She is a
graduate of the 2005 Class of Texas Master Naturalists
here in the Hill Country Chapter.
Gavin Williams
10-year old Gavin is Susan’s
grandson who lives just outside of
Austin. Gavin is in 4th grade at
Westside Elementary. In his free
time he loves to ride his bike, play
with friends, and go to fun events
like the annual MotoGP motorcycle racing event. Gavin is always
thrilled when he gets to go to
Kerrville to spend time with his
grandparents.

June “Nature Nights” continues on next page.
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Lee Burton takes us on a tracker odyssey June 22nd 2017
with fabulous photos & facts. You, too, may be a budding tracker.
Come & experience “Tracks! Who was here?”

Lee Burton grew up exploring the lands and waters of the Texas Hill Country. After earning a
degree in aerospace engineering, he moved overseas, and over several years worked on numerous conservation projects, spending significant time in central Africa, Himalayan China and the Silk
Road, as well as the jungles of Central and South America.
Upon returning to the
American Southwest he
worked under the tutelage
of Jon Young, becoming a
Bird Language Leaders
Instructor and a Master
Naturalist, as well as
getting certified in Wildlife
Track and Sign by Cybertracker Conservation.
Prior to starting Earth Native
Expedition, he organized
and led wolf tracking trips in
Hispid Cotton Rat
the mountainous regions of
Cottontail
the western U.S."

Thursday, June 29th “Rivers & Floods: the good, the bad, the ugly?”
Though floods can be life threatening and cause tremendous damage, they are naturally occurring
phenomena that play a vital role in the physical and biological processes that have shaped our
landscape. Join UGRA coordinator Tara Bushnoe to discuss local flood warning resources as well
as the reasons why floods are essential to the health of the Guadalupe River.

Tara Bushnoe is the Natural Resources Coordinator for

the Upper Guadalupe River Authority. She administers
all UGRA water quality monitoring activities including the
state contracted Texas Clean Rivers Program, and
assists in the collection and analysis of these samples.
Tara coordinates all UGRA outreach and education
activities as well. Tara received her Bachelor of Science
in Natural Resources from Cornell University and has
over 10 years of experience in the aquatic sciences.
She also taught environmental education in Paraguay as
a Peace Corps Volunteer. She has been an employee of
UGRA since 2007. We are proud to have her as an RNC
Board Member, as well!
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KERRVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL
FOUNDATION features
Peggy Thompson as
Science Chair this year.
Peggy Thompson is the Kerrville ISD David Dozier
Endowed Science Chair. She designs programs, writes

grants, analyzes data, provides specific curriculum
which supports the district’s needs, and mentors
educators across the district. In addition, she serves as
the co-chair of the district’s Academic Excellence Committee for Science, which includes teacher representatives from every grade level and
each campus.

During the 2016-2017 school
year, Mrs. Thompson designed
and presented lessons directly
to elementary students which
addressed the lowest performing TEKS (Texas Essential
Knowledge & Skills). For grades
6-8, she focused on designing
appropriate lab activities. She

continues to provide staff
development to teachers, including “Using Inquiry Lessons
to Incorporate Science, Language Arts and Math for K-5.”
Annually, all 4th grade KISD
students attend presentations at Kerrville’s Riverside
Nature Center. Additionally, Mrs. Thompson facilitated
a visit to the Scobee Education Center in San Antonio
for Tivy High School AP Physics students. For the past
two years, all 7th graders have participated in a field
trip to the Science Mill in Johnson City.
Since KPSF values advance educational opportunities for
all students, it continues to fund the annual stipend for
the Endowed Science Chair position.
We are proud to have Peggy with us as a board member
and collaborator.

Save the date and come out for the
UGRA Annual River Clean Up - July 22, 2017
The Upper Guadalupe River Authority has scheduled the 14th annual River Clean Up
for Saturday, July 22, 2017. The headquarters for the Clean Up will be
at Flat Rock Park in Kerrville.

Go to http://www.ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html to learn more.

Apply now to become a tester in the
URGA Volunteer Summer Study
Each summer, the Upper Guadalupe River Authority (UGRA) tests E. coli
levels at popular swimming holes throughout Kerr County. The results
of this swim ability study are compared to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ) standards for contact recreation.
To learn about the opportunity to volunteer in water quality
testing and collecting data go to the website:
http://www.ugra.org/vstudy.html
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DONORS
April 25 to May 24 , 2017
Arthur Bell
Malcolm & Peggy Matthews
William & Antoinette Childs
Coral Adema
Linda Zoiss
Jim & Melinda Wasson
John Hewitt
Hewitt Engineering Inc.
Carolyn Pavlovsky
Susan Sander
Karen Sides

(Does not include renewals)

Paul & Jaydean Urban
The Community Foundation of
the Texas Hill Country

Dennis & Marie Glenewinkel

Maura Windlinger

Rebecca Etzler

Morgan & Lyneen Williams

Kelly & Jane Clark

Jim & Priscilla Stanley

Ken & Jeannie Berger

Donna Schloss

Gary & Priscilla Crozier

Clarence Reed

JM Lowe

Flynn & Cathy Long

Weir & Laura Labatt

Warren & Judy Ferguson

David & Clair Pasahow

Katy Kappel

Bennie & Katie Harvill
AR Portables

Ruth King

New Member

David Langford

4/25/17 to 5/24/17

Susan McFarland

Watch Your Step!
The new Trex deck porch is being installed. Thanks
to the Perry & Ruby Stevens Charitable Foundation we are able to replace our current porch
surface with a flat Trex deck, making it much
easier to maneuver for low-mobility visitors.
Though we are replacing it, the old deck boards
are still in great shape and are in need of a new
home. If you have a use for any or all of the
boards, please contact Becky @ 257-4837. We
can negotiate a reasonable price/donation.
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What you may see this month at RNC - June 2017
By Martha Miesch

Photos by Marilyn Knight

Everyone has favorite bloomers this time of year in the Hill Country when
each week splashes a new color on the RNC grounds. There is no such
thing as too many standing cypress, horsemint or bee balm. Everyone
raves about standing cypress' tall stalks with the showy red blooms and
horsemint & bee balms pink to purple-tiered blooms. Stop by RNC and
walk the grounds to check it out.
Standing cypress is definitely a favorite bloomer with its 2-5 ft. stem,
more often than not taller than 2 ft. Their needle-like leaves near the top
of the stem display glorious red trumpets of blooms ~ sometimes 5 or 6
inches near the top. It's always a joy to see. Each bloom promises a seed
will be left at the end of its bloom cycle in June.
Marilyn Knight
has dreamy
pictures of all of
these favorite
bloomers and
their related
species.
Horsemint &
bee balm are
two slightly
different varieties
of the same
specie. These
natives look and
smell beautiful.
Sometimes
wildlife will leave
a bloomer alone
with a strong
odor, which is not
always the case,
but a welcome
reprieve. The
nature center is
protected by
fencing so it's not
such a concern.
Standing cypress Ipomopsis rubra
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Lemon horsemint Monarda citrodora

What you may see this month at RNC - June 2017
By Martha Miesch

Photos by Marilyn Knight

Continued from prior page:

There are a few invasive natives that brings "Oh no" to one's lips. Yes ~ native doesn't ALWAYS equal
“good.” Knotted hedge parsley and beggar's tick are varieties of "Oh no" plants. Both have run wild
on roadsides and are scattered in unexpected areas of the RNC grounds. You can be sure neither
were planted at the RNC! The most undesirable feature of the small-petaled white bloomer is when
the blooms become brown with seed. Then they transform into a strong adhesive that sticks to
socks, pant legs, animal hairs, etc. If you are not careful, it will go into your wash and end up in very
unlikely places. Knotted hedge parsley has its cluster of small white blooms under the leaf spread
unlike beggar's tick which spirals blooms above the leaves. It transforms in the same way as an
unwelcome guest.

Hedge parsley or beggars lice

Knotted hedge-parsley or beggars lice

Torilis arvensis

There are so many beauties to admire and you
are welcome to pull up a beggar's tick, or hedge
parsley, as you stroll about. Should you choose to
please take it with you! Just kidding. Visitors are
never encouraged to pull up native plants from the
RNC grounds.
Enjoy all our blooms while you can.

Leaves - Hedge parsley or beggars lice
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/
index/about-rnc/donate/generaldonation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information,
and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults
and families; and we serve as a resource center
for the community on native plants and nature
related information.

RNC OFFICERS:
Peter Lewis - President
Rick Ertel - Past President
Barbara Oates - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer
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Board Members:
Tara Bushnoe
Valeska Danielak
Frank Dunlap

Wynn Kilgore
Malcolm Matthews
Liz Ross
Peggy Thompson

