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Riverside Nature Center NOVEMBER 2017 

 

I have never doubted the value of the role Riverside Nature Center 
fulfills as a community leader and resource. However, validation is 
always nice and validation is exactly what we received recently.            
Riverside Nature Center was invited as a community non-profit 
stakeholder to participate in the City’s development of a comprehen-
sive plan. This plan will set the vision for the community through 
2050.  
 

There were approximately 15 local non-profits present at the meet-
ing. We each took a turn briefly describing the purpose of our organi-
zation and our community needs now and in the future. I listened 

carefully to each presentation, quickly noticing a common theme. Many organizations are as-
sisting people with their basic life needs; shelter, food, medical care. Others are providing 
pathways for both education and vocation. One may ask how does Riverside Nature Center fit 
into this theme? 
 

There is another complementary theme among these organizational services; wellness. Well-
ness of mind, body, and spirit. Wellness is not going to be achieved in an unhealthy environ-
ment. In the early '20s, the Kerrville area was identified as one of the "healthiest places in the 
nation" to live”. Clean air, clean water, green space, undisturbed wildlife, these are all aspects 
of a healthy environment.  
 

This is a good time to remind you of our mission: to develop public awareness and steward-
ship of the Texas Hill Country’s environment and natural resources through education, infor-
mation, and example. By staying true to our mission, Riverside Nature Center is the underly-
ing link connecting all the service agencies in our 
community. You could say we are part of our city’s 
foundation and as such, we must be vigilant and 
dedicated.  
 

Every child, every adult, every elder deserves a 
healthy home and we are here to ensure they do. 
 
Until next time…… 

 Becky 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director 

  Becky Etzler 
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NOVEMBER 2017 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs 

 

Thursday, November 9                                                      
Nature Night 6 – 7 p.m.                                                    
“Meet Nature’s Seedy                 
Characters” and the fasci-
nating ways they are pack-
aged. They also have different 
ways to travel. Seeds are vital 
to the survival of many of the 
area’s wildlife during the win-
ter. All Ages Welcome & Dona-
tions Appreciated. 

 

 

Saturday, November 11,                                                      
1:00-3:00 p.m.                                                             
“A Seminar on the Geology  and 
Archeology of Central                         
Texas.”  Do you have questions 
about the rocks around you, the 
archeology artifacts which you 
have collected or wish to learn 
more about the natural and hu-
man history of our region?  Join 
Steve Stoutamire and Ted              
Schulenberg in a brief introductory presentation  
of both the archeology and geology of our                   
region.  Bring your artifacts, rocks, minerals                      
to be identified.  
 
   

 

Tuesday November 14,                                                      
11:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.                                                       
Brown Bag Lunch & Learn                                                       
“Cedar Fever Blues”. 
Come hear RNC's Susan 
Sander and Scott Hart-
grave of Kerrville Health 
Foods speak on the Juniper tree, how to reduce its 
agonizing pollen allergy effects, and even possibly 
overcome them. Scott brings his 8 years of experi-
ence and knowledge of herbal/diet remedies. $8 
RNC Member $10 Non-member Free with new 
RNC membership. 
 

 

 

Saturday, November 18                                                     
8 – 9:30 a.m.                                                                               
NC Bird Walk & Talk                
Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin 
in front of Riverside Nature 
Center to enjoy birding 
along the Guadalupe River. Learn a lot of tips to 
identify our feathered friends. Free family fun.            
All ages welcome. 

Thank you to all the diners that helped us raise $151.55 at Schlotzsky's. 
We commend Schlotzsky's for their community support through                                     

the dine & donate opportunity. 

https://riversidenaturecenter.org/
https://riversidenaturecenter.org/
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A Seminar on the Geology and Archeology of 
Central Texas 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 1:00-3:00 p.m.  

Do you have questions about the rocks around you, the archeological artifacts 
you have collected, or wish to learn more about the natural and human              

history of our region? 
Join Steve Stoutamire and Ted Schulenberg in a brief introductory                   

presentation of both the archeology and geology of our region.  Bring your             
artifacts, rocks, minerals to be identified and have your questions answered. 

 

       Riverside Nature Center 150 Francisco Lemos St. Kerrville, TX (830)257-4837 

About the presenters: 

 

Ted Schulenberg is a retired petroleum geologist with a BA in Geology from Colgate University and 
an MA in Geology from The University of Texas. 

 

Steve Stoutamire is a retired petroleum geologist with a BA in Anthropology from Florida State 
University and an MS in geology from Texas Tech University.  

 

Both regularly give lectures and teach courses in geology and archeology                                                    
within the Kerr County and regional area. 



http://www.ugra.org
http://www.ugra.org
mailto:tbushnoe%40ugra.org?subject=Rainwater%20Catchment%20System
http://www.ugra.org
http://www.ugra.org
mailto:tbushnoe%40ugra.org?subject=Rainwater%20Catchment%20System
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             What you may see this month at RNC - November 2017                     
 By Martha Miesch                  Photos by Marilyn Knight 

Marilyn and I chose four beautiful yellow bloomers 
to share with you this month.  First take a look at 
Cowpen Daisy.  They were slow to bloom this fall.  
Nature always plays tricks on us by choosing when 
to bloom.  The Cowpen Daisies did show their fac-
es at the entrance to the nature center by Octo-
ber.  They can be found in a couple of surprising 
spots as along the fence near the shed.  One of 
their distinctive features is the grey-green leaf col-
or.  I've been told it 
received the Cowpen 
name because it 
seems to show up 
anyplace, even in a 
cow pen where you 
can count on dis-
turbed soil.  Look at 
the toothed rough 
leaves.   

 
 

Another great yellow  
bloomer is Golden Eye.  
It likes dry caliche soil 
and is a fairly tall bloom-
er.  It's name is a bit de-
scriptive because the 
center of this petaled 
flower does resemble an 
eye ball, not a human 
eyeball, but a beautiful 
plant eyeball.  Check out 
a picture of this.  Marilyn 
has a  picture of the leaf 
of this plant also to help you ID its distinctive 
shape.  She states that this bloomer can be seen all 
over the RNC grounds so there is no reason to spell 
out a particular place to look for it.  See what you 
can find.    

 

 

Cowpen Daisy - Verbesina encelioides  

Notice the 
bluish tone 

to the 
leaves. and 
the irregular 
teeth on the 

edges 

Golden-Eye--Viguiera dentata  

Leaves are bright green with no 
teeth or very regular small teeth 
and a rough texture.  Petals are 
rounded on the end with a small 
notch at the tip. 
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             What you may see this month at RNC - November 2017                     
            By Martha Miesch                  Photos by Marilyn Knight 

Tall Goldenrod seems to like moist soils and that 
can mean good drainage as we have in the bed 
near the parking lot and in the bed next to the 
NPSOT Demo garden.  It may be in another loca-
tion too.    

Check out Maxmillan Sunflower close to the lo-
cation of the Tall Goldenrod.  It's just a guess, 
but do tall bloomers like to grow near each oth-
er?  One of the distinctive features of this 6+ft 
bloomer is the many stems with long narrow 
leaves.   

There is not a teeny scrawny bloomer of any of these yellow fall bloomers so enjoy while you can on 
the grounds of the nature center.   

RNC DONORS                                                                                                                                   
September 25 thru October 25, 2017                                                                                                                                                                  

(Does not include renewals)       

 

NEW MEMBERS                                                                                                                                                              
September 25 thru October 25, 2017                                                                                                                                                                   

 
                                                                                           Joyce Vigness Heriberto & Marie Merced Arlon Motsch 

Kathleen Boyce 

Martha & Pete Miesch 

Laura Laing                                                                                              
                                             

Sherrv Dalgaard   

     Accurate Tax & Accounting    



7 



8 

October 2017 was our first field day event for KISD 2nd Graders,                                                                  
preceded by a lot of organizational planning.  

 
KISD 2nd graders enjoyed presentations at our learning stations. Many volunteers and presenters helped 
them explore these subjects: Environmental Factors & Effect on Organisms, Decomposition & Decom-
posers, Metamorphosis, and Adaptations.  

We received many "Thank yous" from the 2nd graders, and 
they detailed the things they learned and liked the most. 
Thank you and congratulations to all of the volunteer pre-
senters and guides for making it memorable. We look for-
ward to having the week-long event again next year. 

2017 KISD 2nd 
Grade Field Day at 
Riverside Nature 

Center 
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Exhibit time!  Hats off to Nature exhibit will be up for two more months –                                                       
if you haven’t taken a look, stop in. 

 

For a change of pace, starting in January we will do a full year exhibit on the     Guadalupe River.   

A Year of GRACE (Guadalupe River – Arts, Community  and Environment) will allow us to truly 
showcase and  celebrate the most vital element of Kerr County.  

The river begins its 280-mile journey to the sea as seeps and springs in western Kerr County.  The 
Guadalupe River is not only the connecting thread of Hunt, Ingram, Kerrville and Center Point that 
grew up along its banks, it is also a source of water for the city of Kerrville as well as a major                      
economic generator.  

Learn where you are in relation to the river.  What watershed connects you to the Guadalupe?  
What makes it unique?  Please share your pictures and stories.  To help with the exhibit please           
contact Susan Sander (naturalist@riversidenaturecenter.org).   We are in search of photographs           
of not only the different ecosystems along the river but the contributing creek watersheds,                                         
seasonal views and the wildlife that rely on it.   

mailto:naturalist%40riversidenaturecenter.org?subject=New%20Exhibit
mailto:naturalist%40riversidenaturecenter.org?subject=New%20Exhibit
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  Board Members: 

                                                                                                                             

Tara Bushnoe                   
Frank Dunlap                                       

Wynn Kilgore                                                     
Malcolm Matthews          

Liz Ross                         
Peggy Thompson   

What is a Riverside Nature Center? 
 

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River 
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of   

Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside 
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                            

organization, owned by its members and                         
primarily operated by volunteers.  

 

Our mission is to foster greater public awareness 
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s                

natural resources through education, information, 
and by example.  We provide quality educational 
experiences for the community’s children, adults 
and families; and we serve as a resource center            
for the community on native plants and nature             

related information.  

RNC OFFICERS: 
 

Peter Lewis - President 
Rick Ertel - Past President 

Barbara Oates - Vice President              
Judy Ferguson - Secretary                                 

Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer 

 Support RNC                               
DONATE NOW! 

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/
index/about-rnc/donate/general-

donation-form/  

 

https://smile.amazon.com
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/
https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/?fref=ts
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