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Dear RNC Members and Friends, 

What a wonderful month! We had a bit of rain, beau-
tiful weather, a banner Spring Native Plant Sale and 
Festival AND the Peterson Foundation awarded us a 
grant of $25,000 for our new project Riverscape!    
Wahoo! With their grant, we now have more than 
50% of the funds needed to complete all the elements 
proposed. 

Riverscape is a comprehensive set of permanent out-
door exhibits. We began conceptualizing this project 
while designing our Wildscape. As we gathered input, 
we began envisioning ways to capitalize on our prop-
erty’s visibility from the city’s river trail. How could 
we use the descending topography to illustrate im-
portant features of the Guadalupe River? 

We developed a plan that will enhance visitors’                 
understanding of the earth’s water cycle, the unique 
geological features of Kerr County, and the formation 
of the Guadalupe River. 

Riverscape is foremost a scaled water feature. It visu-
ally tells the story of the Guadalupe River with simu-
lated seeps, rills, and springs that are plumbed with 
variable controls to show how these features behave 
in weather patterns ranging from drought to rain. 
Other components are a pavilion that houses a water-
shed model and a rain-simulation demonstration, a 
mural, a storyboard, expanded trails, and disability-
accessible pads for viewing and instruction. When 
completed, our Wildscape and Riverscape will flow 
together seamlessly. The water features and land-
scaping will provide a great place to sit and observe 
birds, butterflies, dragonflies, while enjoying the flora 
of the Texas Hill Country.  

As water issues have gained the public’s attention in 
Texas, the RNC Board of Directors recognizes the 
need to spotlight this scarce natural resource. Water 
behavior is complicated. The goal of Riverscape is to 
demonstrate how our water supply is sustained and 
replenished. This permanent set of outdoor exhibits 

will address the impact that good 
or bad choices have on Kerr Coun-
ty’s water supply. Wildscape will 
demonstrate how small changes in 
our landscape can result in signifi-
cant improvement in wildlife habi-
tat. Wildscape will also demon-
strate how home owners and rural 
landowners can support the Hill Country eco-system 
in their own home landscape and land management 
plans. 

 

“Conversations with Conservationists” 

This past week, we were thrilled with our second            
installment in the series.  J. David Bamberger shared 
his story of stewardship through the land manage-
ment employed on his ranch, Selah—the largest habi-
tat restoration of privately owned land in Texas. His 
wisdom and his wit shone through and captivated us 
all. What an inspiration! 

Please mark your calendars for our next Conversa-
tion.”  From 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 20, Bill 
Neiman—founder and force behind Native American 
Seed Company, Junction—will speak on “Bringin’ It All 
Back Home, 40 Years from Landscape Construction to 
Ecological Restoration.” If you’re not familiar with 
Bill’s work, visit, www.seedsource.com.  There, you’ll 
find the story of how his love of nature grew into a 
grand passion for the environment. 
 
Looking into May, Riverside Nature Center is set to 
welcome each and every KISD 4th grader. After a year 
of planning, we have over 30 experts and volunteers 
working together to bring an extraordinary learning 
experience to these students. I will look forward to 
giving you a full report when we reach the other side 
of this wonderful opportunity. But for now, I’m out of 
space, so until next month… 

Mary Muse  

Riverside Nature Center 

http://www.seedsource.com


May into August EVENTS 
Open to the public. Reservations/RSVPs are strongly recommended.  

And always—please check for changes/cancellations.  
Call 830-257-4837 or email:   info@riversidenaturecenter.org 
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‘Wildflowers & Other Natives:  
Keeping Texas Looking Like Texas’ 
Through Memorial Weekend 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. weekdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. Sundays.  Co-

sponsored with Kerrville’s Native Plant 

Society of Texas and Junction’s Native 

American Seed, this glorious RNC exhibit 

shows the beauty of wildflowers and 

other native plants, as well as their role 

in how people think about Texas’ most 

colorful season. Exhibit includes the sto-

ry of early Texas botanists and natural-

ists of note. 
 

2nd Tuesday Brown Bag Lunch & 
Learn 
Tuesday, May 13 
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. TPWD botanist, 

Kerrville native, and lead author of “Rare 

Plants of Texas,” Jackie Poole will speak 

on “What Makes the Hill Country/

Edwards Plateau Unique? Plants!” Cost is 

$5 RNC members, $8 nonmembers, free 

if joining RNC at the meeting.  

 

Native Healing Garden 
Thursday, May 15 
11:30 a.m-1 p.m. Join certified herbalists 

Amy Coward, R.N., and Sally Garrett, 

M.S., tending medicinal herbs. Learn the 

herbs’ healing properties. Next is a 

presentation on spotlighted herbs. Bring 

gloves, a trowel and a healthy potluck 

dish to share. Donations fund the gar-

den. 

 

Wildflower ID 
Tuesday, May 20 

10-11:30 a.m. Riverside’s meadow  holds 

more than 200  wildflower  species.   The 

mix  varies by  season  and  is    blooming 

now. Wildflower masters    Barbara Low-

enthal  and  Marion   Worthington show 

how  to    identify  the  different  species, 

along  with  how    to  create  a  personal 

“field guide.” Cost is $15 RNC  members, 

$20 non-members. 

 

 

Conversation with the                       
Conservationist: Bill Neiman 
Tuesday, May 20 
5:30-7:30 p.m. In the “Conversation with 
Conservationists” series, Bill Neiman, 
founder of Native American Seed, Junc-
tion, will talk about “Bringin' It All Back 
Home: 40 Years from Landscape Con-
struction to Ecological Restoration.” 

Neiman is a leader in the movement to 
conserve natural resources and to re-
store and maintain the health of the 
environment. He is passionate about 
preserving night skies, has recently start-
ed living on total rainwater, and is an 
inspirational and entertaining speaker. 
His company offers more than 180 spe-
cies of native seeds and has supplied 
them for such august landscapes as the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, 
Austin; the George W. Bush Presidential 
Library and Museum in Dallas; and, the 
Botanical Research Institute in Fort 
Worth. Cost is $15 RNC members, $20 
non-members. 
 

Monarchs in the Garden 
Saturday, May 24 
9-10:30 a.m. Monarch educator Cathy 

Downs leads classroom study on the 

Texas state insect, the Monarch butter-

fly; then field investigation to ID milk-

weed, to monitor larva, and to ID adult 

butterflies. Proper netting techniques, 

plus tagging, included. Class will plant 

milkweed and nectar plants in the mead-

ow. Program is suitable for children and 

adults. Cost is $15 RNC members, $20 

for non-members. 
 

Tree ID Workshop 
Saturday, June 7 
8:30-10:30 a.m.  RNC  Naturalist Susan 
Sander shows how to use a key to identi-
fy more   than 100     species of trees and 
shrubs found in    the Hill   Country.    Key 
provided. Cost is $20 RNC members, $25 
non-members. 

 

Lose yourself in nature 

and find peace.”  

~ Ralph Waldo                 

Emerson 
 
 

Continues on next page 

mailto:info@riversidenaturecenter.org
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Tall Trees, Shady Fun’ 
Wednesday, June 18 
10:30-11:30 a.m.  Meet  RNC naturalist 
Susan Sander at the River Trail, at 
RNC’s Town Creek overlook, for out-
door fun, exploration, and nature 
games for bigs and littles—kids ages 94 
down to 4, that is--under the bald cy-
press trees along the Guadalupe River. 
Topic  TBA. Featured game: best silly 
hat. No need to tell the kiddos that’s 
to protect them from the sun. Bring a 
picnic to extend your Tranquility Island 
adventure. Suggested Tranquility Is-
land adventure. Suggested donation is 
$5 individual, $10 family. 

 
Native Healing Garden 
Thursday, June 19 
11:30 a.m-1 p.m. Join certified herbal-

ists Amy Coward, R.N., and Sally Gar-

rett, M.S., tending medicinal herbs. 

Learn the herbs’ healing properties. 

Next is a presentation on spotlighted 

herbs. Bring gloves, a trowel and a 

healthy potluck dish to share. Dona-

tions fund the garden. 
 

WICKED Family Fun 

Monday, June 23 

7-8 p.m. Susan Sander’s WICKED Fami-

ly Fun is filled with all things nature. 

Topic TBA. Suggested donation is $5 

individual, $10 a family. 

 

‘Tall Trees, Shady Fun’ 

Wednesday, July 16 

10:30-11:30 a.m.  Outdoor fun,   explo-

ration, and nature games for  bigs  and 

littles—kids ages 94 down to 4, that is-

-under the bald cypress trees along the 

Guadalupe River.  Topic TBA.  Featured 

game: TBA.     Bring a   picnic to extend 

your    Tranquility    Island    adventure. 

Meet RNC’s   naturalist, Susan Sander, 

at the   trailhead to the   River Trail, at 

RNC’s Town Creek overlook. Suggested 

donation is $5 individual, $10 family. 

 

Native Healing Garden 
Thursday, July 17 
11:30 a.m-1 p.m. Join certified herbal-

ists Amy Coward, R.N., and Sally Gar-

rett, M.S., tending medicinal herbs. 

Learn the herbs’ healing properties. 

Next is a presentation on spotlighted 

herbs. Bring gloves, a trowel and a 

healthy potluck dish to share. Dona-

tions fund the garden. 

 

WICKED Family Fun 

Monday, July 21 

7-8 p.m. Susan Sander’s WICKED Fami-

ly   Fun  is filled  with  all things nature. 

Topic TBA.  Suggested  donation  is  $5 

individual, $10 a family. 

 

Riparian Plant ID Workshop 

Saturday, Aug. 2 

8:30-10:30 a.m.  Join    RNC  naturalist    

Susan Sander for  classroom  and field 

study in how to identify the  most im-

portant riverbank  plants  that ensure 

water  quality by  stabilizing  soil  and 

filtering run-off. Cost is $20 RNC mem-

bers, $25 non-members. 
 

WICKED: Bug Night Life 

Monday, Aug. 11 

9-10 p.m.  Susan    Sander’s    WICKED 

Family  Fun  series  is   filled  with    all 

things nature,   and tonight  it’s about 

creepy, crawly bugs.  Suggested dona-

tion is $5 individual, $10 a family. 

 

‘Tall Trees, Shady Fun’ 

Wednesday, Aug.13 

10:30-11:30 a.m.   Outdoor fun,  explo-

ration, and nature games for  bigs  and 

littles—kids ages 94 down to 4, that is-

-under the bald cypress trees along the 

Guadalupe River. Topic TBA.   Featured 

game: TBA.   Bring a picnic  to    extend 

your   Tranquility   Island      adventure. 

Meet RNC’s naturalist,   Susan  Sander, 

at the  trailhead  to the   River Trail,  at 

RNC’s Town Creek overlook. Suggested 

donation is $5 individual, $10 family. 

 

Native Healing Garden 
Thursday, Aug. 21 
11:30 a.m-1 p.m. Join certified herbal-

ists Amy Coward, R.N., and Sally Gar-

rett, M.S., tending medicinal herbs. 

Learn the herbs’ healing properties. 

Next is a presentation on spotlighted 

herbs. Bring gloves, a trowel and a 

healthy potluck dish to share. Dona-

tions fund the garden. 
 

RECURRING EVENTS                     

at Riverside Nature Center 

GROUNDS & BUILDING MAINTE-

NANCE, every Wednesday morning. 

Volunteers needed to keep the grounds & 

improvements in working order and look-

ing nice. 

FAUNA CENSUS, 1st Fridays, 9 a.m.  

Walk and count the critters, particularly 

birds. ALWAYS check for date, time chang-

es. 

MEADOW TENDING, every Wednes-

day, 9-11 a.m. RNC meadow is undergo-

ing a renovation with help of dedicated 

volunteers.  Demonstration garden to be 

tended. 

TOWN CREEK CLEANUP TEAM, quar-

terly, Saturday a.m. Work with Upper 

Guadalupe River Authority along Town 

Creek. Led by Tim Lewis. Must register at 

least a week in advance. RSVP to 257-

4837. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Saturday, Oct. 4, 2014 

Fall Native Plant Sale & Festival      
Co-Sponsored by Hill Country             

Texas Master Naturalists            
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On April 26, as over 200 people enjoyed the 20th annual Spring Native Plant Sale & Festival, a group of Schrein-
er students assisted the Town Creek Cleanup Team with their quarterly sweep of Town Creek. The team is 
headed by Tim Lewis, with regular team members Dan and Sandra Meineke also wielding trash grabbers and 
refuse bags. 

“Our next cleaning will be Saturday, July 26, 2014,” said Lewis, “which is the SAME DAY AS THE ANNUAL               
GUADALUPE RIVER CLEANUP.  I will send you details where and the time we will meet. I am hoping for a big                
turnout!”                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Milestone for the Native Healing Garden 

This just in from certified herbalist Sally Garrett: 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.” ~ Margaret 
Meade 

This is the thought that came to mind when I saw how much one small 
group of thoughtful, committed people can do in a short time. Amy and I 
are so appreciative of the way everyone rallied together, offering up their 
unique skills to create a beautifully weeded, mulched, and signed medici-
nal garden, complete with fairy house, as well as greeting visitors on Sat-
urday at the festival. Thank you to each of you.  

The NHG now has its own project code for the Master Naturalists: KR-02-J. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON BECOMING OFFICIAL!  
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If you see wildflowers blooming in the Meadow and/or 
on your own property, don't assume everything is cool 
with the drought. Not so. We still have to be conserva-
tive with water, and the primary way to do that is to 
buy, plant, and cherish your native plants. 

One of the most notable signs of drought among our 
most common wildflowers is the size. Barbara Low-
enthal calls them dwarfs which certainly describes 
what we're seeing. Notice the height of the bluebon-
nets, for instance.  Mine are shorter, how about yours? 

Take a look at the Meadow, particularly near the back 
porch on the edge of the butterfly garden. You’ll see 
the Texas star, Lindheimera texana, which blooms 
from March to May. The stem is considerably shorter, 
with the flower appearing to be on the small side. An-
other evidence of drought affecting the Texas star is 
the low numbers showing their pretty faces. Even so, 
the five-ray flowers of this pretty annual is easily identi-
fiable. 

Spiderwort is popping up in the Meadow, near the 
trees. It can reach a foot or more in height, but this 
year's bloomers are half that size. There are a few giant 
spiderwort (Tradescantia), and a few western spider-
wort (Tradescantia occidentalis). Spiderwort is a beau-
tiful perennial that is easy to identify. This year, they 
are fewer numbers. If you look carefully you can see a 
true dwarf of this plant; it is only 5 inches high.  

The standing winecup (Callirhoe digitata) is dramati-
cally affected by drought. The tall stem of this wild-
flower is easily from 1-3 feet tall. The Meadow’s wine-
cups are on the low end in height. 

One thing that could change this season is the out-
come for these wildflowers: the restorative medicine of 
some good rains. With or without rain, we are happy to 
see these beauties. Natives are dependable and reliable 
bloomers even in drought conditions.  

There is a wonderful new resource on the porch wall 
over the Bloomers Shelf.  Julie Clay has documented 
the Meadow’s blooming history, and it's a great tool 
that will help us watch for what blooms and when. 
From this history, you’ll see what will last until the end 
of May—in the Meadow, by the roadsides, and maybe 
even on your own property. 

Spiderwort   

Bluebonnets with single winecup 

Texas star 
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Conversations with Conservationists Series 

           Left:  J. David Bamberger and Maggie Tatum, April 29 

                                                                                                                                                                         
 Below: Attendees at the Bamberger lecture 

Below:  Those gathered for David 
Langford’s presentation 

David Langford was videotaped during 
his speech. 



May 13th Native Plant Society meeting will take place at           
Garden at the Ridge Nursery” 

On May 13th, the Kerrville Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas will travel 
to the Garden at the Ridge Nursery at the entrance to Tierra Linda.  Kristi Long will 
teach us a fun and creative use for our broken plant pots.   Those attending will car 
pool from the parking lot behind Kerrville Drug Company, located at the corner of 
Junction Highway and Harper Road.  Meeting time is set for 1:30 p.m.  

Bring a broken pot no larger than 10 inches with all of the pieces.  You will take home a new arrangement 
that utilizes all of the pieces.  Cost is $15.00.  Checks should be made out to the Garden at the Ridge. The 
money covers the cost of the potting soil and plants that you will take home. 

The program will end around 4:30 p.m.  Following the program we will car pool into the Tierra Linda neigh-
borhood and tour 2 or 3 “mostly” native landscapes.  Some participants may wish to join us afterward at the 
Garden at the Ridge restaurant.  Reservations are not necessary. 

For more information contact Barbara Stidham at 830- 928-3202 
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Board Members: 

Wynn Kilgore 

David Johnson 

Peter Lewis 

Barbara Oates 

Peggy Thompson 

Mindy Wendele 

NEW MEMBERS JOINING IN APRIL 

Ida Bujan - Julian Tallichet - David & Kathy Martin  
Valerian & Mary Chyle - Denise Kennedy 

What is a “Riverside Nature Center” 

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town           
of Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                  

organization, owned by its members and primarily operated by volunteers.  

We provide highly valued experiences for the community’s adults, families, and children in                     
order that they not only come to appreciate the region’s natural resources, plants, habitats,             

and wildlife, but also to become stewards of these resources now and in the future. 

VISITORS CENTER & GIFT SHOP                                                                                                                   

9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Weekdays                                                                                                                           

10 to 3 p.m., Saturdays & 1 to 4 p.m., Sundays 

RNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
& OFFICERS: 

Judy Ferguson, MA—President 

Rick Ertel, Attorney—Vice President 

Jack Millikan, MBA — Past President 

Gwynn Groggel — Secretary 

Taylor Scogin, CPA—Treasurer 


