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Riverside Nature Center DECEMBER 2016 

 

‘Twas 24 days before Christmas, when all through the nature center, 
Many a creature was stirring, even a mouse.  
 
If I were more literarily gifted, I would attempt to rewrite the entire poem. But 
alas I am not, so instead I will take this opportunity to express my gratitude to 
each of you for your support and continued dedication to Riverside Nature Center 
throughout this past year. 

 

You made it possible for Riverside Nature Center to: 

 Host over 5,000 visitors 
 Provide nature field days for more than 1,000 children 
 Produce 3 free interactive and educational exhibits; H20 Lives!, What’s in Your Yard? & 

Footprints: Changes Through Time 
 Continue our adult education programs through the Conversation with a Conservationist 

series and the Brown Bag Lunch & Learns 
 Expand our gardens to include a bird viewing area and wildscape 
 Hire a much need Building & Grounds Assistant 
 Launch a renovation to the Nature Lab 
 Host 2 Native Plant Sales and Festivals 
 Provide monthly free Bird Walk & Talks 
 Facilitate monthly Spiffy Ups and weekly work days 
 Successfully organize the 2nd Annual Run for Riverside 5k Run/Walk 
 Offer a wonderfully unique Gift Shop 

Most importantly, it is because of you Riverside Nature Center is becoming our community’s “go to” 
place for all things natural.  

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you do whether it is through 
financial support or donation of your time, energy, expertise or passion. We 
need you. We depend upon you. You are Riverside Nature Center. 

I wish you a very Merry Christmas and look forward to an exciting and pros-
perous New Year. 

Until next time…                                                                                                                                                                             

Becky 

                                                                                         
Riverside Nature Center will be closed December 24th & December 25th,                                          

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day.  

Dear Members and Friends ...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director 

  Becky Etzler 
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Saturday, December 10, 2016                
Second Saturday Spiffy Up                        
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.                             
RNC building and grounds committee 
sure could use your help in getting the 
nature center ready for winter.    
 

 

Wednesday, December 14,  2016                                  
RNC Holiday Open House Reception                                  
10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 19, 2016                                                 
Bird Walks & Talks                                                                     
8:00 – 9:30 a.m. 

Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin in front of the 
nature center to sight and hear the 
feathered friends.  Free Fun for all ages.  

 

Save the Dates/Enroll now in the following: 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2017                                                                 
Plateau Land & Wildlife Manage-
ment Tax Valuation Seminar                     
5:30 – 8:00 p.m.                                                            
Plateau Land & Wildlife, Inc.        
Consultants presentation.                          
http://ww.plateauwildlife.com/ 
 

Saturday, January 19, 2017                                                                    
Urban Wildlife Habits & Habitats 
Workshop                                            
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.    A workshop 
providing CEUs for Animal       
Control Officers or AT’s to Texas 
Master Naturalists.  See page 7. 

 

Saturdays, February 4, February 11, 
February 18, 2017                                              
Wildlife Tax Valuation Workshop 
series presented by Riverside           
Nature Center and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. See details on page 9. 

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 

150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville  

 RSVP to 257-4837  -  www.riversidenaturecenter.org       RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 

DECEMBER 2016 RNC Upcoming Events/Programs 

THANK YOU  

Donors:  (Does not include renewals) 

 

 

 

Doris & Carl Schulse 

Sherry & Fred Egloff 

Melinda & Jim Wasson 

Paul Urban 

 

Paula & Ernst Smith 

Pamela Laing 

 

Martha & Pete Miesch 

Leta & Glenn Andrew 

Sara Cotton 

Jackie & Ruben Cornelius  

 

New Members: Mike & Liz  Ross  -  Malcolm & Peggy Matthews 
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Footprints, Change Over Time                                          
(and where they lead you)                                                    

Susan Sander, RNC naturalist 

Putting an exhibit together is like a scavenger hunt.  An 
idea bubbles to the surface, sparked by a visitor’s com-
ment, a child’s question, or some new twist to what I 
thought I knew.  Underlying it is the never-ending quest 
to understand how things that I see every day (and 
those that get overlooked) came to be. Whatever the 
idea there are a lot of rabbit trails to track down. 

Footprints, the current exhibit is definitely all of the 
above.  This one has been brewing since 1983 – that’s 
when I first came to Texas from a small island in Lake 
Michigan.  Everything seemed so different – the plants, 
the birds, and definitely the weather.  But I soon discov-
ered that I had landed on limestone –again; I merely 
moved south from the Niagara escarpment to the           
Balcones escarpment, but also jumped forward in time 
from Silurian sea bed (430-450 million years ago) to  
Cretaceous sea bed (140 million years ago)! 

The current exhibit has another connection to those 
northern roots.  A few years ago the Hill County Archeo-
logical Association put together an exhibit at RNC – its 
first panel focused on 17,000 years ago just prior to First 
Peoples.  A power point by Steve Stoutamire gave a 
sneak peek into a Kerr County cave (on private land – so 
you can’t ask me where) that contained remains of 
those early animals, which included mammoths, saber-
toothed cats, even a sloth!  Wait – those are Ice Age 
animals! (Just ask any kid that has seen the movie.)  

It turns out that 14,000 years ago the island that I had 
lived on was just getting carved out by the last re-
treating glacial ice.  Life was sparse up north but it was 
thriving down south – and the largest land animals were 
wandering all over Texas – our Ice Age animals were 
huge! 

And these were the beasts that the First Peoples no 
doubt had encountered as they crossed over the Bering 
Land Bridge onto the North American continent on their 
way to “Texas.”  They hunted them with atlatls for meat 
and furs.  Their actual tracks/ footprints have long dis-
appeared, but how the beasts and people interacted in 
the environment did leave an impact, an environmental 
footprint. It shaped plant communities as did the cli-
mate, and over time that allowed some things to thrive 
while others didn’t.  

In trying to read the landscape of today for clues of 
what is truly native, the boundaries get blurred due to 
what we still don’t know.  The First Peoples didn’t take 
selfies or post on Facebook.  The caves and middens 
offer some clues. But things changed on a big scale be-
cause we don’t have the big beasts any more.  But we 
do have some of their smaller neighbors. (You might be 
surprised to learn which wildlife has been here for mil-
lions of years!) 

One thing is certain, humans change their environment.  
For 10,000 years it may have been minimal, any Paleo-
Indian trash was biodegradable or just smaller pieces of 
stone.  Our local bands didn’t build big cities like the 
Maya and Incas.  However, that all changed in 1840s as 
settlers built towns and started industries and farming.  
Del Weniger noted in his book, Explorer’s Texas that by 
the 1860s the “wild” of Texas had been lost.  A lot has 
been rearranged.  Today’s landscape is a mix of New 
World and Old World plants and animals.  Hills have 
been carved, rivers dammed, aquifers have been punc-
tured. 

So step back in time, it could lead you to discover what 
prehistoric plants and animals are in your yard.  Learn 
what allowed the first peoples and early settlers to sur-
vive in this place now called the Texas Hill Country. 
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Sometimes it just pays to get up from the computer and step outside 
to take a look into RNC’s butterfly garden.  On Saturday, Nov 5th, the 
thoroughwort were in full bloom and provided a welcomed feast for 
more than 25 species of insects. There were also some tiny bees that  
I couldn’t ID.  I did see a new species for RNC: Laviana white-skipper!  

Now that we’ve had a light frost, and 
most of the late bloomers have been 
pollinated and are in seed, don’t be 
in a  hurry to clean up. The birds are 
in need of the seeds and dry fruits. 

Hold off raking leaves, as it make for 
free mulch that helps protect the 
bare ground from harder freezes, 
and leaves decompose to feed the 
plants (it’s all part of nutrient recy-
cling).  Lately a number of silk-moth 
caterpillars have been searching for 

leaf litter to overwinter as              
pupa.  Several years ago I learned 
that brown bats sometimes nestle 

down into leaf litter, too.  All the 
more reason to be a lazy gardener 

(with a bigger purpose). 

  

 

 

 

 

   Enjoy the cool.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Susan M Sander,                 
 Naturalist 

 

 

Ceranus blue 

December 2016 Nature Notes 

Crimson patch red admiral bordered 

Fiery skipper Tex crescent  Queen 

Just step outside 

Laviana white skipper 

Wasp-mimicking                             
clear-wing moth 

White peacock 

White tipped black moth 
Bee fly, Villa lateralis 
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The Hill Country Master Naturalist Class of 2016  

Tour the RNC in November 

Our faithful Master Naturalists and Native Plant Society of Texas members were gracious and skillful in 
presenting the many projects that we are proud of here at the Nature Center.  

Becky Etzler welcomed the class and detailed the volunteer opportunities for Master Naturalist        
members.  
 

Barbara Marquer and Mary Thomas explained that the Carrol 
Abbot garden is a great tool to see the individual flowers and 
grasses that are labeled for the identification of desirable 
plants to have in a landscape to honor “Mr. Wildflower” gath-
erer, and founder the Native Plant Society of Texas. 

 

Susan Sander showed off the Riverscape and explained the 
design and purpose of the landscaping adorning it. 

 

Julie Clay and Susan McKinley led the tour and presentation of 
the pollinators, grasses and trees. 

 

Marion Worthington demonstrated the compost and invited 
local naturalists to come and work with her in our soil factory. 

 

 

 

Jim Stanley continued 
his water catchment  
instruction explaining 

how our system works. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of the 
guides for your                 

expertise! 

 

Barbara Marquer and Mary Thomas 

Barbara Marquer  Jim Stanley 
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NEW ITEMS ARRIVED THIS WEEK AT THE GIFT SHOP 
Riverside Nature Center will be closed December 24th & December 25th,                                                          

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day.  
 

Riverside Nature Center logo T-shirts are now for 
sale, and the "Uncultivated by Nature" T-shirts are now 
available with “Riverside Nature Center, Kerrville,          
Texas” printed on the sleeve. 
 

Chickadee, Hummingbird and Cardinal                     
ornaments are waiting to adorn a tree or window. 
 
Our featured books have beautiful                
photography and Hill Country 
themes to enjoy: 
 
Memories from a Hill Country Garden,       
flowers stones and critters by Jim                    
Truchard.  A beautiful display of trial and 
error experience in cultivating landscapes 
that enhance native wildlife from personal            
accounts by the author.  
 
Explore Texas, a Nature Travel Guide,             
Mary O. Parker, photography by Jeff       
Parker 
 
Critters of Red Heart, The Winged Ones II, 
in the Canyonlands of Bandera County is 
the newest addition in our shop. Merry Baker Langlinais provides stunning photos of 65 species of butter-
flies and their native plant food sources. She says she keeps finding more species to identify throughout 
the Edwards Plateau area.  
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Happy Holidays to all of our RNC 
members and friends 

Christmas Reception 
Wednesday 14th December 2016 

10 a.m. – 2p.m. 
Please take a break from the rush and 

come by for holiday treats with the 
RNC staff and other 

friends  
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RSVP to 257-4837  -  www.riversidenaturecenter.org       
RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 

With the holidays in gear, Squirrelock 
has put together a wish list for the                  

Riverside Nature Center.  
 
 Hand pruners 
 Cordless drill 
 Hand vacuum with attachments for 

upholstery 
 Bird Seed 
 Sponsors for additional track light-

ing for exhibit display 
 Sponsors for telephone system 
 Sponsors for wireless router 
 Sponsor to replace TV 54" 
 Sponsors for wildlife camera 
 Copier paper and 

lamination sheets 
funds 

 

Urban Wildlife: Habits & Habitats 
January 19, 2017  -  8 am-5 pm 

Riverside Nature Center 
150 Francisco Lemos St. 

Kerrville, TX 78028 
(830) 257-4837 

www.riversidenaturecenter.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topics presented: 
 Urban Wildlife Issues 
 Ticks and Other Dangerous Insects 
 Bats—Habits and Habitats 
 Rabies 
 Encountering Animals along the River 
 Chagas Disease 
 Wildlife Rescue 
 Encounters with Snakes and Safety 

8 hours of CEU credits for Animal           
Control Officers 

8 hours of AT for Texas Master                       
Naturalists 

 

Early bird Registration: $40.00 (Lunch and 
snacks Included) deadline Jan. 10th 

After January 10, 2017: $45.00 
 

My List 

https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/?fref=ts
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/
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  Board Members: 

Tara Bushnoe                   
Valeska Danielak                                               

Frank Dunlap                                       
Wynn Kilgore                                                     

Malcolm Matthews          
Liz Ross                         

Peggy Thompson   

What is a Riverside Nature Center? 
 

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River 
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of   

Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside 
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                            

organization, owned by its members and primarily 
operated by volunteers.  

 

Our mission is to foster greater public awareness 
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s                

natural resources through education, information, 
and by example.  We provide quality educational 
experiences for the community’s children, adults 

and families; and we serve as a resource center for 
the community on native plants and nature related           

information.  

RNC OFFICERS: 
 

Peter Lewis - President 
Rick Ertel - Past President 

Barbara Oates - Vice President              
Judy Ferguson - Secretary                                 

Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer 

 Support RNC                               
DONATE NOW! 

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/
index/about-rnc/donate/general-

donation-form/  

 

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/
https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/?fref=ts
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