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Riverside Nature Center March 2017 

                                                                                         
March is a time of transition and fluctuation. Temperatures rise and fall, trees begin to 
leaf out, wintering forbs are more prominent and some even produce tentative blooms. 
The deer, fox, rabbits and sundry other mammals are shedding their darker thick coats, 
thus looking a bit bedraggled.  Even the bird songs are taking on a slightly different tenor 
and melody. We humans are not immune to this transitory state. Do we plant the garden 
now or wait? Do we put away the winter wardrobe for good and start sporting strappy 
little sandals? Now that’s a real dilemma for some of us. (chuckle, giggle) 

Riverside Nature Center Association, too, is in a transitory stage. As you know, this year 
we are celebrating the 25th anniversary of the purchase of our property. This organiza-

tion has accomplished a great deal in this time period. The transformation of the grounds alone is quite a feat. 
But the harder questions are how has RNC impacted the community and what is our role for the next 25 years?  

Impact can be singularly explosive or more subtle like a raindrop on a pond. Both are effective but the ripples 
from a raindrop have an ever widening and collective reach. I like to visualize RNC’s impact in this way. From 
every Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, from the Conversations with a Conservationist, from each exhibit, from all the 
school and youth field days and workshops, from the trees, grasses, and wildflowers that are planted, signed 
and displayed, an individual engagement has taken place. The engaged will take ahold of one piece of infor-
mation and extend that to another person, who in turn becomes engaged thus expanding the original ripple into 
a collective appreciation and understanding of our natural environment. We see this interaction by way of the 
increasing number of landowners transitioning into wildlife management, our city and county officials accepting 
the need for thoughtful water conservation, the development of numerous school yard pollinator gardens and 
the number of ordinary citizens, young and old, who stroll along the River Trail daily simply to immerse them-
selves in a natural setting.  

Encouraging people to adopt an         
environmentally minded philosophy  
has and will continue to be our mission. 
Where will we be in 25 years? I wish I 
could say we will be out of business. 
After all, is that not the ultimate goal   
of all non-profits: for there to no longer 
be a need? But if the need still exists, 
rest assured Riverside Nature  Center 
will be at the forefront providing the 
tools and resources necessary for our 
community to be best equipped to live 
in balance with nature. With your help, 
Riverside Nature Center will continue to 
“plant the seeds for the future.” 

Until next time… Becky  

 

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director 

  Becky Etzler 
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Saturday, March 11, 2017 Wildlife         
Habitat Series Part 1: WATER                      
10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.  
Susan Sander, RNC Naturalist and Anne 
Brown, Master Gardener & rainwater 
specialist present hands on look at how 
water and its many uses are important in your 
wildscape along with designing a wildlife guzzler.                
 
Tuesday, March 14, 2017                                                 
RNC Brown Bag Lunch & Learn                                        
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.                          
Susan Sander presents “Come to the 
Hill Country & See the World.”            
Zooming in on the theme of new life 
appearing in the hill country, the  ex-
hibit Footprints Change Over Time, will explore the di-
versity that has come and gone through time.  RNC 
member $8 Non-member $10 Free with new RNC Mem-
bership. Details on Page 5 

Saturday, March 18th, 2017                                               
Bird Walks & Talks                                                                 
8 -9:30 a.m.  Meet Paul and Deloris 
Sellin in front of the Riverside Nature 
Center to find the latest feathered 
friend arrivals in the Hill country.               
All Ages welcome. 

 

Thursday, March 23, 2017                                                         
Conversations with                              
Conservationists                                    
5 – 7 p.m. 
 Rufus Stephens and Jan Wrede,    
authors of Attracting Birds in the Texas Hill Country:            
A Guide to Land Stewardship will be present for our         
Conversations with Conservationists gathering. See the 
flyer on page 4.  Wine & Cheese reception with book 
signing.  $10 suggested donation. 
 
Saturday, March 25th, 2017                                               
Wildlife Habitat Series Part 2: FOOD                                  
10:30 a.m.  - 12 p.m.  In a wildlife        
habitat, your garden is an              
interconnection of plants that supply 
changing diets to meet the needs of 
wildlife food year round. You will see the connections 
that insects and birds create to find nutrition with your 
plants. 
 

Wildlife Habitat Miniseries Work-
shop, Part 3:  Shelter for Wildlife 
TBA.   

MARCH 2017 RNC Upcoming Events/Programs 

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com      www.riversidenaturecenter.org                             
    830 257-4837    
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Riverside Nature Center Welcomes 
Rufus Stephens, TPWD Edwards Plateau 

Wildlife District Leader &                                 
Jan Wrede, former Director of Education at 

Cibolo Nature Center 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Our          
focus was 
on land 
stewardship for birds because they are                 

charismatic species that attract many landowners to wildlife stewardship. Birds also 
represent the diversity of Hill Country habitats and can be helped by habitat improve-
ments on small properties as well as large. In addition, for the most part when birds 
flourish, other wildlife does too.” 

 

A Conversation with Conservationists 
Wine & Cheese Reception  -  Book Signing 

 

Thursday, March 23 
5:30 – 7:00 pm 

 
Suggested donation $10.00 

RSVP: rnc.kerrville@gmail.com 
     830.257.4837 
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For the past 25 years RNC volunteers have been transforming an old neglected farmstead from a mix of non-
native plants to a unique wildlife oasis – all within its 2-acre garden.  By growing Hill Country native plants, RNC 
has been able to document 160 species of birds and 90 species of butterflies in the garden, proving that “if you 
plant it, they will come.” RNC is a certified TPWD Wildscape Demonstration Garden and National Wildlife Feder-
ation’s Wildlife Habitat.   The nature center is also a Monarch Waystation and a Certified Butterfly Garden with 
the North America Butterfly Association.   

Each of the mini-classes will focus on one of the 3 main elements of Habitat:  Water, Food, and Shelter.                       
A variety of management practices will be highlighted/demonstrated.   

March 11:  Part 1: WATER   10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. $15 RNC Member $20 Non-member. 

Water is obviously essential for all living things.   Many birds will come to water (such as cedar 
waxwings) but not necessarily to feeders.  With summer around the corner this could become 
the most critical component of your wildscape.  Water isn’t just for drinking, but also bathing – 
but not all “baths” involve water.  Learn how to provide supplemental water for birds, even 
butterflies.  This class will be led by Susan Sander, RNC Naturalist, and Anne Brown, Master  
Gardener and Rainwater Specialist.   We will do a hands-on project by building a wildlife guzzler 

   for RNC. 

March 25:  Part 2 FOOD.  10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. $15 RNC member $20 Non-member. 

You might view your garden as a thing of beauty but wildlife uses it to dine al fresco.  From 
spring to summer songbirds are constantly searching for food to feed their nestlings.   As the 
fall approaches, their food choices change as do their nutritional needs as they gear up for mi-
gration.  Learn which plants can provide not only beauty but also multi-seasons of foods for the 
ever changing diets of birds.  Many can multi-task.  Don’t forget the role of insects and their 
plant needs as well.  As a wildlife habitat your garden becomes an intricate web of                         

      interconnections in motion.  Led by RNC naturalist, Susan Sander, a tour of RNC is included. 

Part 3 SHELTER (TBA).   All critters need some form of shelter.  Turtles may live in theirs but they still need a safe 
place to lay their eggs.  Shelter can be a wide variety things and places, even different levels 
of plants or underground – many of you might already have in your garden. Take a look 
around: where could a bird hide a nest to raise its young; or lizards escape a predator?  Pro-
tection from weather (wind, rain, cold but also the hot sun) as well as predators are im-
portant all year long.  Learn tips to enhance a variety of natural shelters for a greater diversity 
of wildlife even in the city.  While many birds have already staked out their territories, there is 
still time to be ready for the next generation, when this year’s fledglings seek to expand out 

        for their territories.  Safe stop-overs are important during migration, and wintering birds.   
        Sometimes it’s how we do yard work that can create or destroy a potential shelter.  Learn to  
        see where wildlife hides in your garden. 

See the Calendar of Events for times and registration details.  All programs will be held at RNC.                                      
Get ready for RNC spring plant sale on April 22, 2017, by learning which plants provide a diverse                             

menu, particularly for songbirds, or could be the best shelter. 

Wildlife Habitat Workshop Miniseries 2017 
If you are interested in being a better neighbor for wildlife, this series is for you.   
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Tuesday, March 14, 2017. RNC Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.  

 Susan Sander presents  

Come to the Hill Country & See the World            

The “wild” outside is not necessarily native but it shows how global our              
environment has become.  After 150 years of human introductions, the                      

“wild” now includes a host of plants and animals new to the western                          
hemisphere. It’s a process we facilitate as gardeners. The white-tailed deer                   

which traces its lineage back 3.5 million years now has to share its habitat with 
deer from Asia and Europe.  More than 60 plants from different parts of the                  
planet now grow “wild” along the Guadalupe River.  The stories behind their              

journeys is a combination of good intentions and accidents.  It begs the                      
question: “What does it mean to be wild?”   

RNC member $8/ Non-member $10. Free with new RNC Membership.  
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THANK YOU , DONORS    

January 25 to February 22, 2017                                                                                               
(Does not include renewals) 

Tracy Crawford-Gournay 

Don & Betty Henderson 

Andy & Laurie Pesez 

John Zimmerman 

David & Anita Oberle 

 

John & Cassie McMillan 

Ernie & Carol Oakes 

Mike & Karen Burkett 

Ellen Weincht 

David & Barbara Staggs 

David Langford 

John & Joyce Zimmerman 

Don Shannonhouse 

Pete & Martha Miesch 

Virginia de Wolf 

Steve & Betty Clyburn 

 

New Member:                                                                                                                      
James Carpenter 

Nature Notes by Edna Platte 

BIRDS AND THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY 

Attracting Birds in the Texas Hill Country: A Guide to Land 
Stewardship by W. Rufus Stephens and Jan Wrede is the most 
comprehensive book we have seen about the environmental, 
natural and some man-made features that attract a variety of 
birds to your land and yard. Some of the subjects that relate 
the ecology of the land include deer management, hogs,       
canyons, cedar management, over-grazing and water sources 
as they relate to birds. Extensive bird and habitat photographs 
provide illustrations for the many subject and problem solving 
examples in this book. 

 This is a very practical how-to-do-it guide and reference book 
for all landowners and home owners who are interested in the 
conservation, diversity and abundance of our resident and mi-
gratory birds.  

The authors, W. Rufus Stephens and Jan Wrede, are well 
known in the Boerne and the Hill Country, and have spoken to 
many local organizations. Rufus is a district leader with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife and Jan was the Education Director at Cibolo 
Nature Center. 
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 MEDIAN REVAMP 

Have you wondered what the yellow tape in the parking lot was 
for? When you park in the section of our lot towards the visitor cen-
ter, you can now stop to admire the renovation to the median. It 
was dug out and replenished in stages, and artfully finished by mak-
ing small walkways with stone. We even had a lot of help from Cpl. 
Devin Batten, USMC, who volunteered while on leave from San Die-
go. We enjoyed getting to know him, and look forward to when he 
comes back in town and sees how his efforts culminated in a great 
result. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morgan Williams & Matt Thurlow 

Marine Cpl. Devin Batten 

 

Our Riverside Guide Joy Bradford passed away while visiting 
one of her sons in Miami, and we send our condolences to  

her husband Len and family.  Joy and Len have been                  
longtime Riverside Nature members who were always                 

willing to volunteer.  Joy volunteered in so many places           
in Kerrville! We will especially miss her baking luscious             

goodies for us and our events. We also send our condolences 
to her sons and granddaughter as we share this time of loss  

and memories of a wonderfully unique lady. 
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Colors of New England in the fall of October 1- 8, 2017 fall foliage tour to benefit RNC. 

Booking deadline March 31st. Call Lydia Jetson (830)257-4837 for more information. 

 
Days 1 & 2: Collette           
Gateway Tours offers a 
two night stay at the       
Boston Park Plaza Hotel 
and unique locally guided 
tour of Boston and a scenic 
trip through Woodstock, 
Vermont, with quaint vil-
lages and covered bridges,    
Georgian houses and 
Quechee Gorge. 
 

 

Days 3 & 4: Stay at The 
Stowe Mountain Lodge, 
Vermont, as you visit “the 
quintessential New            
England village,” the Cold 
Hollow Cider Mill and tour 
of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream 
Factory.  

 

 

Enjoy days 5 & 6 at the Red Jackets Resorts—Mountain View: An        
autumn delight follows to North Conway, New Hampshire while see-
ing the White Mountains, a visit to the Rocks Estate with history and 
demonstration of maple sugaring, then a Lake Winnipesaukee Tour  

 

 

 

 

                  
Next, on to Boothbay Harbor, Maine with a 
relaxing cruise viewing the coast with light-
houses, summer homes and wildlife. Enjoy a 
special farewell dinner with fresh native       
lobster in the Spruce Point Inn Resort & Spa.  

Day 8 is a travel through the seaside community of Kennebunkport on Ocean Drive, a visit to the Former 
Bush’s summer home, Walker’s Point on a rocky promontory.  
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Spring fast forward? Taking a new look at RNC’s garden.                                                                         
By Susan Sander, naturalist 

What winter? January dandelions are in seed to the delight of lesser goldfinches.  But at least six species of 
butterflies are out!  What’s going on? 

According to the USA National Phenology Network* spring is about three weeks early this year. But is this a 
long term trend?  Three decades of my own spring notes show that blooms and leaf-out can vary by a cou-
ple of weeks. Even the last freeze dates range between March 4 and 24 with a record April 27.   

Anemones, Four-nerve daisies and violets are on schedule providing nectar for early pollinators.  Outliers 
are a good thing: if everything came out of dormancy or migrated at the same time each year, the species 
could falter when there’s a weather anomaly.  Early birds and late arrivals add their adaptations to deal 
with Nature’s extremes to their species’ gene pool. And if a permanent shift happens something will be 
there.  In the big picture, that’s a good thing. 

A case in point: mid-February Cathy Downs, Becky and I sat on the deck to watch a too-early black swallow-
tail.  It was checking out the tiny flowers of henbit and cranesbill. Dang non-natives! But for the butterfly, it 
was nectar in February when the days are in the mid-high 70s and too early for natives to be abundant.  
The butterfly has adapted and wasn’t losing sleep over the interloper.  I try to pluck out cranesbill as they 
are going to seed only to be reminded that early small pollinators had a meal first. 

Nature is constantly changing, sometimes the scenery, sometimes the players in a free-style dance. So get 
ready for the spring rush!  We have a poster of bloom times on the back porch.  Visit often to watch as the 

show unfolds day by day.  Help us collect data on what is happening 
in Kerr County. 

Agarita and Texas barberry scented           
blossoms attract bees, flies and butter-
flies.  By May the red berries will be bird 
food. 

Coral honeysuckle flowers 
feed early hummingbirds. 
 It’s also a  larval plant for                                  

snowberry  clearwing moth. 
Red berries feed songbirds. 

 

 
Cranesbill is named for its seed shape.           
A burning question: 
Has anyone seen birds eat 
the seeds? 
 

 
*Become a citizen scientist with the USA National Phenology Network to monitor seasonal trends.            

Watch spring unfold on their website www.usanpn.org. 
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Our dear friend Pat Nelson passed away January 30, 
2017. We at Riverside Nature Center were already 

missing her spunk and companionship once she was 
unable to volunteer a few years ago. She was a           

Riverside Guide, worked in the landscaping projects, 
plant sales and other events. Her husband Frank and 
daughter Pamela made sure she was able to come,  
visit and enjoy the Texas wildscape she helped to          
create. Thank you  to all who have donated in her 

memory.  

Throwback 1992 Photo 

https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/?fref=ts
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/
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  Board Members: 

Tara Bushnoe                   
Valeska Danielak                                               

Frank Dunlap                                       
Wynn Kilgore                                                     

Malcolm Matthews          
Liz Ross                         

Peggy Thompson   

What is a Riverside Nature Center? 
 

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River 
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of   

Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside 
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                            

organization, owned by its members and primarily 
operated by volunteers.  

 

Our mission is to foster greater public awareness 
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s                

natural resources through education, information, 
and by example.  We provide quality educational 
experiences for the community’s children, adults 

and families; and we serve as a resource center for 
the community on native plants and nature related           

information.  

RNC OFFICERS: 
 

Peter Lewis - President 
Rick Ertel - Past President 

Barbara Oates - Vice President              
Judy Ferguson - Secretary                                 

Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer 

 Support RNC                               
DONATE NOW! 

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/
index/about-rnc/donate/general-

donation-form/  

 

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/
https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/?fref=ts
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