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Dear Members and Friends ...by Judy Ferguson, Interim Executive Director
August, 2015
Interim Executive Director’s Report
Can you believe the summer we are having? As I write, everything is still so green,
and the temperatures some days are even balmy! What a great summer to serve as
the interim executive director of the Riverside Nature Center!
As promised, a new executive director has been selected and will begin serving the
middle of this month. I am so pleased to introduce to you Becky Etzler as your next executive director. Becky is a certified master naturalist and has served as the new class director for the Hill Country chapter in recent years. She brings a wealth of knowledge about the Texas Hill
Country as well as the many skills it takes to run a non-profit organization.
Plan to stop by and welcome Becky towards the end of the month. She will be formally introduced to
our membership at our Annual Meeting on Thursday, September 3, 2015, at 5:00 pm…another good
reason to attend this year’s meeting!
It have had much joy in serving as the interim executive director this summer. Being a grandmother, I
have taken great pleasure in observing the many folks who have brought their grandchildren to our
center these past few months as they share the wonders of nature with the next generation. We have
a wonderful gift to share with this community as well as the many visitors from far and wide. Your continued support makes this happen. Thanks!!!
All the best, Judy
Photos Wanted!
Calling all photographers! RNC is developing a new fall-winter exhibit on water, and we are in need of quality
photos to include in displays and/or programs. A major component is the Guadalupe River and its habitats and
“residents”. Since so much of the riparian area of the river is on private property, it’s hard for people to gain an
appreciation of what is so special about our river.
Each section of the river (including the creeks) can have a different look due to elevation, what direction it is oriented, as well as what plants are found there. We could use pictures of the following:
How the river starts (seeps and springs)
The route through Kerr County
Wildlife (in it, along it, etc)

Contributing creeks
Plant communities along the way
People and the river

We’d prefer digital files that are of high resolution. One goal is to have images for our files for future use. If you
want your name on it, please let us know and allow us to encrypt it. Also, if the image is of a particular creek,
please include the creek’s name.
For more information contact Susan Sander via email: naturalist@riversidenaturecenter.org.

August 2015
RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER

Page 2

150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville
RSVP to 257-4837 - www.riversidenaturecenter.org

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

Summer/Early Fall 2015 Event Calendar
August is the last month for the Hill Country Rocks
Exhibit. Also, our grounds are still impressive to walk
through."

August 11: WICKED Family Nature Night, Tuesday, 7:00-8:30 pm. RES Turtles in the River!
Did you know that Texas has 28 species of turtles of which 8 species call Kerr County home,
but only one is found in the Guadalupe River basin? Turtles trace their family
tree back 200 million years (before dinosaurs) and remain pretty much the same
today. During the Cretaceous Period while Texas as being formed under the inland sea, giant 10’ long marine turtles swam the oceans. Come and learn more
about the red-eared slider, our most common turtle found in the Guadalupe River, and what connects it to the giant marine turtles of today. Biologist Diana Solis
has been studying RES turtles as well as sea turtles round the world. RNC members: $8/family; non-members $10/family. To register call (830-257-4837)

Diana
Solis

Sept. 8: Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, Tuesday 11:30 am. - 12:45 pm.
Susan Longacre, geologist, meadow worker and Lead Seed. Susan will do a wrap-up talk about
the current HC Rocks Exhibit and give some sneak insights into the next one. $5 RNC Members
$10 Non-members

September 10, 5:30-7pm Conversation with Conservationists Series
Come and join us for a Wine and Cheese reception and conversation with Billy Kniffen, Water Resource Associate in the Biological and Agricultural Engineer Department with the Texas A and M
Agrilife Extension Service. Billy will speak on ROOF RELIANT LANDSCAPING. HIs knowledge is extensive and his efforts have been directed towards rainwater harvesting, land management and
watershed stewardship. Come join in this interesting conversation. Suggested donation $20 and
AT credit available.

September 12, 8 am Riverside Nature Center 5k Run/Walk
Full details on Page 4
September 17: 8 am-5 pm Animal Control Officers Workshop—8 hours CEU’s available; early-bird registration
deadline: September 3--$40.00 (includes lunch and snacks); $45.00 after Sept. 3. Limited registration
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Special
Travel
Presentation
4:00 pm,
Tuesday
September 8th,
2015 at
Riverside
Nature Center,
150 Francisco
Lemos St. S,
Kerrville, TX
78028
Please RSVP
(830) 257-4837
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Note the address to use when you wish to: RSVP an event, find out about a program, or check for weather
cancellations/closings, and so forth. Thank you in advance for using the new e-address!
RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

Mark your Calendars for 8 am September 12, 2015
Riverside Nature Center is hosting a 5k run/walk
along the new, paved trail by the scenic Guadalupe
River! We will start and finish at the Nature Center
and have refreshments, awards, music and door
prizes! Both runners and walkers are welcome, so
are dogs (on leashes) and baby strollers.

Again:
WHEN: September 12, 2015 8 am
WHERE: Riverside Nature Center 150 Francisco Lemos, Kerrville,
TX 78028
COST: $25 through August 12th, $30 August 13-Sept 10th, $35 Sept
11-Race Day
AWARDS: Overall 1st, 2nd, 3rd male/female and top 3 male/female in
age groups 10 and under, 11-14, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59. 60
-69, 70-79 and 80+
T-SHIRTS TO ALL REGISTRANTS!
Please help share the news! We still need sponsors, and volunteers to help on
race day. For questions and information, contact Valeska Danielak at
830-370-2464, or email run4riverside@gmail.com, or
athleteguild.com/running/kerrville-tx/2015-run-for-riverside-5k-run-walk

Register at www.athleteguild.com
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When you look at the Meadow during the next few days you will see a mass
of seeded wildflowers. We loved the color through spring and early weeks of
summer. Now we see a mass of seed heads. If you use your imagination you
can envision color in the future.
But the Meadow still has some bloomers that survive through the heat of
summer and provide nectar for butterflies and dragonflies as well as a splash
of color. One of the special bloomers that can be counted on through the
Queen on Gregg's Blue Mist
summer is Mealy Blue Sage which attracts a number of species of butterflies.
Also another dependable bloomer is Prairie Verbena. Gregg's
Mist Flower is special and you can count on seeing Queens buzzing around most of the day until the heat becomes too much for
them. Other beautiful wildflowers are available to provide larvae plants and nectar for nature's flying beauties. The Meadow
is not just a eye candy for we nature lovers, but it is also great
habitat for butterflies and dragonflies.
Northern Cloudywing on Prairie Verbena
The NABA, or national butterfly survey, that has been recorded by Tom
Collins for several years with his crew of volunteers began the count of
species July 8th to record how many species for Kerr County begins in the
Meadow at RNC every year. The survey continues to Schreiner Butterfly
Garden and Park, Louise Hays Park, and other locations to add species
counts, depending on the plant diversity. Our butterfly experts know what
species prefer what plants. For instance the Black Swallowtail loves Daucosma so volunteers who know where it grows find their way to its location.

Red Admiral on Mealy Blue Sage
( Photos above by Marilyn Knight)

The RNC is a perfect place to start with the wide diversity of wildflowers
and Town Creek and the Guadalupe hugging the border of the Nature Center. A few of the beautiful species that were seen for this year's survey
were photographed by volunteer Rheda Boardman.
Check out what you can see blooming in the Meadow to see if flying colorful wildlife is visiting when you are there.
Continues on next page

Mating Bordered Patch butterflies

Page 6

Continued from Page 4

NABA count photos taken by Rheda Boardman
Patch

Skipper

Tawny

Hairsteak

Black Swallowtail
Caterpillar on
Daucosma

Edna Platte
Riverside Guide

 Karen Millikan, interpreter
for “Shucks” our corn snake,
leads families in how to “Take
a Walk on the Wild Side.”
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Pictures from Recent Events
◄ Tyson family of San Antonio – enjoying the dino display

Rockin’ Downtown led by Susan Longacre (far right) had RNC
members Julie Clay & Marcy Dorman up against the wall looking
at fossils!

◄ Joyce K. Blasizzo USDA- APHIS Plant Health Safeguarding Specialist, checking her traps at RNC. An UB (unidentified beetle) trapped in April has not been
found in Texas A&M data base. Hence, RNC naturalist, Susan Sander
suggested that if it was a
new but bad bug it could be
called Scobicia kerrvillian.
scary looking thing can be
found on-line
http://bugguide.net/node/
view/1061742

Kay Harter, Mary Thomas

►Riverside Guide Liz Ross
rescues little bluestem from
her property – the plants are
safe in the new Riverscape!

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town
of Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information, and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults and families; and we serve as a resource center for
the community on native plants and nature related information.
RNC BOARD & OFFICERS:
Rick Ertel - President
Peter Lewis - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Past President
Gwynn Groggel - Secretary
Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer

Board Members:
Valeska Danielak
Frank Dunlap
Wynn Kilgore
Barbara Oates
Peggy Thompson
Lisa Williams
Morgan Williams

MEMBERS JOINING FROM JUNE 15 to JULY 15, 2015

Chris O'Quinn - Dana Wilson - Andy & Gladys Simon - Arthur Colvin

