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Riverside Nature Center JUNE 2016 

 

Children are ditching their school gear in the closet, Moms and Dads are packing the car for a 
much needed vacation, and grandparents are filling their pantries with delectable and 
“parent forbidden” treats for their grandkids’ visit.  What does all this frenetic activity indi-
cate?  It’s SUMMER! (Technically the summer solstice is not until June 20 at 6:34 a.m. EDT 
but let’s not quibble.) 

The summertime buzz can be felt and heard at the nature center as well, and I’m not just 
talking about the numerous bumblebees and insects in the gardens. Over 350 nine-year-olds 
gathered at RNC for the annual 4th Grade Field Days. What a wonderful four days! (See pages 
4 and 5). 

Scheduled to make visits throughout the next couple months are youth groups from Center Point ISD, First Pres-
byterian Church, San Antonio First Unitarian Church and the YMCA to name just a few. Richard Louv would be 
proud. 

Our summer exhibit “What’s in YOUR Yard?” will be a great opportunity for kids and adults alike to experience 
exploration and discovery in both our yard and in their own. There is a vast and wondrous world right under our 
feet and above our heads just waiting to be noticed.  In conjunction with the exhibit, each Thursday evening you 
are invited to stop by and join in on an informal show-n-tell. (See the calendar of events for more detail.) 

As our presence in the community grows, so does the need to “revamp” the nature lab.  We have collected a 
wonderful array of educational tools but presently do not have an efficient means for storage. The physical 
structure of the lab is also in need of repair and updating.  Renovation of the lab would provide us with both 
storage and an additional facility in which we could conduct concurrent educational programs. We have received 
a seed grant from the ME Hart Foundation which will get us started but by no means cover the estimated 
$16,000 in expenses. Your contribution to the renovation would greatly benefit environmental education for our 
community’s youth. 

I leave you with these words from John Steinbeck, “In early June the world of leaf and blade and flowers          
explodes, and every sunset is different.”  

Dear Members and Friends ...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director 

  Becky Etzler 

IN MEMORIUM  

Gwynn Groggel-Jackson and her husband Jack were early members of RNC in the 
1990s, and Gwynn volunteered tirelessly in The Meadow with the gleaners. More 
recently she, along with good friends Barbara and John Quinby, adopted Berm # 
5, clearing and beautifying it.  For the past three years Gwynn served as the Secre-
tary of the Board of Directors, contributing her business expertise to develop our 
business partner membership program.  We will miss our dear friends Gwynn and 
Jack.   
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Coming 
this June! 
                        
  

Summer Fun & Nature Nights 
By Susan Sander, naturalist 

What better way to spend summer (especially with 
the kids and grandkids) than to get outdoors and 
explore! 

And the best and easy part is – the adventures can 
take place in your own backyard! 

We will be transitioning from our H2O Lives!           
Exhibit in early June.  The atrium in the Visitors 
Center will “move” outdoors to create a huge wild 
space to explore and learn more about the wild 
side of our yards and neighborhoods. What’s in 
YOUR Yard?  

I invite you to send pics of what’s in your yard to 
naturalist@riversidenaturecenter.org so we can 
add to our collection for the exhibit.  We are 
posting our sightings on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter  “like” 
us to see if you might also have them as well. 

Stop by to see what is getting added to the exhibit, 
what is blooming in the garden and the butterflies 
that are coming for lunch.  We will have different 
scavenger hunts.   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 9:30 – 11 a.m. Beginning             
Tuesday, June 14th. Come and meet “Shucks” our corn 
snake ambassador as he takes a walk with Karen          
Millikan. 

Mark Thursday night on your calendar:  June 9 
through August 25 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. we will 
take a closer look at a different component (or 
way) to discover some of the everyday we often 
overlook. Bring your “what is this?” for ID. 

 June 9th, geologist Susan Longacre and her grand-
son Gavin will be on hand to answer questions 
about rocks!   

June 16th, Paul & Deloris Sellin will be on hand to 
talk about Birds! Learn how to listen for songs that 
help with identification of birds is their starting 
point; you can ask them any question you have 
about birding.  

June 30th, Bill Morgenstern (creator of our 
“outdoor view” will share his love of crystals and 
fossils.  

Make your Thursday night, Nature Night: stop in at 
RNC to “discover” then go out explore along RNC’s 
Nature Trail and the Kerrville River Trail.  Walk to 
the Butt-Holdsworth Library to check out books to 
learn even more.   

For more information and upcoming events, check 
our website www.riversidenaturecenter.org 
 

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 

150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville  

 RSVP to 257-4837  -  www.riversidenaturecenter.org       RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 

June 2016 RNC Events Calendar 

Save Saturday, June 11th 
for the monthly Spiffy Up. 
Join us for a few hours.  
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

 

Bird Walk:  Saturday, June 18th.  8 a.m. 
until 9:30 a.m.  See Page 3 for details. 
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Are you interested in birds? 
We meet on the third Saturday morn-
ings of the month  this summer to enjoy 
"birding" and learn fun facts about 
Kerrville birds in particular. We meet in 
front of the Riverside Nature Center 
and stroll the beautiful Kerrville City 
Guadalupe River Trail to listen for and 
sight birds along the way. All ages, nov-
ice to experts welcome. We hope to see 
you Saturday, June 18th.  8 a.m. until 
9:30 a.m. Free Family Fun. 

 

Jeanette 
Watson 

 

 

 Rick  
Harter 

 

 

 Morgan 
Williams 

 

Photos from 
May Spiffy 

Up 



4 

Page 4 

May 2016 4th Grade Field Days 
We are so excited that The May 2016 4th 
Grade Field Days at Riverside Nature    
Center and the Kerrville City Trail went 
really well. Eleven different agencies and 
groups came together to present and 
guide Kerrville ISD 4th graders in a learning 
experience about water, soil, insects,  
wildlife, plants and rivers that rivals most 
field trips any of the presenters might 
have experienced at such a young age.    
Everyone was helpful and enthusiastic, 
and we want to thank you all for making 
these presentations and educational     
experiences happen. 

The agencies and groups represented 
were: 
Hill Country Master Gardeners (HCMG)  
Native Plant Society of Texas, Kerrville Chapter (NPSOT)  
Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD)  
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) 
Texas Master Naturalists, Hill Country Chapter 
Upper Guadalupe River Authority (UGRA)  
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
Headwaters Groundwater Conservation 
Many Retired Educators 
Riverside Nature Center 

PRESENTERS 
Lyneen Williams 

Susan McKinley  

Julie Clay  

 Martha Miesch  

Morgan Williams  

Patty Zohlen  

Chris Seifert  

Tara Bushnoe  

Susan Sander  

Rufus Stephens 

Joyce Moore 

Judy Ferguson  

Judith Liljestrand  

Barbara Oates  

Karen Millikan  

Maggie Tatum  

Travis Waiser  

Liz Ross  

Heather Barnes  

Barb Jansen  

Jill Bowen  

Sarah Hilburn  

Melinda Wasson  

John Sloan  

Susan Sommers  

Debbie Windham  

Deanna Pfeffer  

Brenda Fest  

Gary Fest  

Claire Mitchell  

Mary Frushour  

Nita Kunz  

Kelly Umphres  

Rebecca Svoboda  

Johnny Arredondo  

Steve Clyburn  

Sharon Hixson  

Betty Clyburn   

Elliot Patterson  

Pam Lienhard 

Travis Linscomb  

Barbara Banks  

Peggy Thompson 

Debbie Bass 

Joyce Studer 
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Note the address to use when you wish to: RSVP an event, find out about a program, or check for weather 
cancellations/closings, and so forth. Thank you in advance for using the new e-address!  

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 

 

 

Elliot shows 4th graders where RNC is on the map 

Morgan Williams and 4th graders 

Judy Liljestrand  with seeds 

More photos from 4th Grade Field Day 

Tally student 
gets a closer 

look.     

 

 

  Natural           
Resources  

Conservation 
Services        

explaining         
aquifer model. 

 Master 
Gardeners 

Patty 
Zohlen & 

Barb 
Banks   

with  grub. 



6 

Page 6 

        

What you may see this month at RNC 

   June 2016       By Martha Miesch 

There are so many gorgeous native plant bloomers you 
start to notice the minute you turn off Francisco Lemos 
and enter the parking lot.  We saw hard- working       
volunteers  laying out a new landscape plan for the 
front of the Nature Center with Shannon Smith plan-
ning and planting species to create an eye-catching  
design.  Now you can enjoy the fruits of their labor.          
A well-designed stone platform is currently being           
completed by Frank Dunlap to the right of the front 
entrance of the Visitor's Center.  Enjoy the exhibits in-
side and then step out to the back porch to enjoy walk-
ing the paths. 

What you will see will be a sea of taller than recent 
years’ native plants, many 
blooms and vibrant colors 
with more to come as the 
weather becomes warm-
er.  Of course we know 
we have El Nino to thank 
for the eye candy.  I hate 
to throw a monkey 
wrench in happy 
thoughts, but our great 
rains have also made 
some  undesired natives 
to grow and thrive taller 
and thicker than ever.  
For instance, beggar's 
ticks, pin clover, bur clo-
ver, musk thistle, and 
plumed thistle are highly 
invasive and have a neg-
ative effect on the land-
scape.  You probably al-
ready know all the nega-
tive attributes of each, 
but trust me if you have 
them in your home land-
scape curse them and 
eliminate.  Volunteers 
have worked many hours 
erasing them from RNC.   

Check out the healthy 
new planted bird feeder 
grasses near the Stone 
Circle.  Julie Clay and her 
gang of volunteers elimi-
nated a sea of  undesired 
invasive natives and re-
planted with highly ap-
preciated grasses.    

Pass down to the River 
scape that was a barren 
sea of rocks only a few 
months ago.  Now you 
can see beautiful blooms 
all along the design illus-
trating water shed and 
flow.   

Wouldn't want you to 
miss the blooms in the 
berm across from the 
pavilion we call the Car-
roll Abbott garden dedi-
cated to Mr. Wildflower and 
planted 
with native 
plants he 
loved.   

Enjoy it all, 
but if you 
see unde-
sired inva-
sive natives 
mentioned 
in your own 
home land-
scape, trust 
me, pull or 
dig them 
up.                      
 
                Photos by Marilyn Knight 

Bur clover - Medicago polymorpha 

Hedge parsley or Beggars’ Lice - 
Torilis arvensis 

Crane’s Bill - Erodium cicutaarium 

Bad plants 

Good plants 

Blackfoot daisy -                        
Melampodium leucanthum 

Indian Blanket -                              
Erodium cicutarium 

Lemon Horsemint - 
Monarda citriodora 

Standing Cypress-              
Ipomopsis rubra 
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Nature in Print 
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History                                                                                                       

by Elizabeth Kolbert                                                                                                                                                            
Reviewed by Maggie Tatum. 

As all good science writer's do, the author, Elizabeth Kolbert, presents her material, acquired from         
numerous sources, in a clear lucid manner that is highly readable for the general public.  The thesis of her 
book is that we are well on the way to the sixth and great-
est extinction of living matter on this planet 

She describes in detail, one at a time, those events which 
the scientific community accepts as the previous five ex-
tinctions.  In doing so she notes the role of "catastrophe" 
in each of them.  In the present crisis, global warming, in-
creased greatly by the practices of modern man is playing 
that catastrophic role. 

In her research for this book, she has traveled to many 
parts of the world interviewing researchers, scientists, 
guides.  Her own observations range from the backyard to 
some of the most primitive places in the world, leading 
her to the conclusion that even the smallest change in an 
ecological system can affect many others around it, which 
in turn causes a widening circle of affected systems.  

She does note that climate change, although an important 
component, is not the only culprit.  Modern life also plays 
a part, due to invasive plant and animal life being intro-
duced in our daily cultural activities; such as global trade 
and travel, causing distribution of various forms of life beyond its historical geographical barriers. 

She concludes that by the end of the twenty-first century the world as we know it will have lost 20% to 
50% of all living species on earth.   

We humans, in the short term, will suffer the least because of our adaptability to changing circumstances. 
However, in the long run we too will suffer because of the interconnectedness of all living matter. 

To me this an extremely important book, because it reveals the urgency for action. 
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THANK YOU  

Donors:  April 25 to May 24                                                                                       
(Does not include renewals) 

Peter & Sandy Lewis 

Peggy & Buck Thompson 

Laura Laine  

Stephanie & Richard Ertel 

John & Barb Quinby 

Frank & Julie Dunlap 

Tracy Crawford-Gournay 

Martha Foy 

Barbara Lowenthal  

 

MEMBERS JOINING April 25 through May 25 
 
 

 

 Bonnie, Larry, & Jackie Arnold  -  Mary Jones              
Bill Morgenstern  -   Joe Braly  -  Susan Clark 



http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/
https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/?fref=ts

	Donate Now!: 
	Facebook: 


