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      October, 2015 

 

As I sit down to pen this message it occurs to me that today is an anniversary. 
It was on August 17th I walked through the doors of the visitor center as the 
new Executive Director. That was 32 days, 4 weeks, 3 days, 768 hours or 
46,080 seconds ago.  When you break it down it certainly sounds like a signifi-
cant amount of time.  However, when you are a “nature nerd” (I use this term 
with affection), you know this time frame is just a wink barely perceived. What 
amazes me, though, is how much mental and physical activity can be accom-
plished in this dust speck of time. (Picture in your mind Horton holding a this-
tle blossom, ears fanned and intently listening to the Who’s). I am not refer-
ring to just my activities but of all those involved in the day to day operation of 
RNC.  

Meetings to discuss the building and grounds maintenance, which leads to several 
phone calls. “Mr. Plumber could you please come out and tell us why the toilet is not working?” “Hello Frank, 
thank you for taking the time to mow the front lawn.”  

Meetings to plan future adult and youth education programs. Which of course spawns even more phone calls 
and emails. “Dear Dr. Johnston, Would you be available on this particular date to give an evening presentation?” 
“Peggy, did I hear you right? The entire KISD 4th grade wants to do a 4 day program a month from now?” 

Meetings of the Board where our dedicated leaders put their heads together and plan RNC’s future. I think you 
can imagine the exponential results from these gatherings. 

Now let us add in all the scheduled events; Brown Bag Lunch & Learn, Conversation with a Conservationist, the 
Annual Membership meeting, the Animal Control Workshop and the inaugural Run for Riverside 5K. (Did you see 
the Run made the front page of the Kerrville Daily Times?) 

Strategically scheduled between these events held on the premises are the outside programs. A visit to the Kiwa-
nis’ to give an adult version of “Texas Dinosaurs.” A butterfly presentation to another group.  

Not everyone is talking, writing or typing. Peek out the window or stroll along the paths and you will observe a 
different kind of activity. Volunteers pulling, snipping, bending, raking, composting and watering. I believe I even 
witnessed one person staring skyward with hands raised in a supplicating fashion. Pleading for rain, I should 
think. 

Let us not forget the musical tones of the phone ringing and the door chimes announcing the arrival of a visitor. 
A woman calls to confirm the Visitor Center’s hours. A gentleman stops by with a plant specimen wanting help 
with its identification. A wide eyed couple drops off a coffee can which inside rests a very much alive baby coral 
snake. Well that one resulted in several more phone calls and a lot of excited chatter.  And no, we did not keep 
it. 

By now I think you have grasped the theme. Riverside Nature Center is a very active place. I learned a new 
phrase in the past few weeks: “Are you still drinking from a fire hose?” I smile and answer, “Yes. Yes I am and 
ahhhh it’s so refreshing.” 

Until next time… 

Dear Members and Friends ...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director 

Becky Etzler 
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October 3: 9 am-2 pm  Fall Native Plant Sales & Festival  -   A special pre-sale will be held the 
evening before, (Oct. 2) 5pm-6:30 pm for RNC & HCMN members only.                                                
Saturday, 11am: "Monarchs in the Garden”  with Cathy Downs                                                           
See Page 3 for more information. 
 
 

October 10: 9 am-noon  Second Saturday Community Spiff Up  -  As we move into fall our 
grounds are in need of the cutting back of plants, plus general raking and cleaning! 
Please bring work gloves and your favorite rake and hand shears if you have them.   
Please plan to join us to help keep the grounds attractive for our guests and members! 
We look forward to seeing you there!  Frank and the Building and Grounds Committee 
 
October 13: Brown Bag Lunch & Learn:  Tuesday  11:30 am. - 12:45 pm 
Rachel Ranft, Director of Northern Hill Country River Projects - The Nature Conservancy.                   

Lessons learned from the Blanco River Memorial weekend flood -  Building Resiliency on Streams 

and Rivers.  $8 RNC Members      $10 Non-members       Read  more on Page 4 

 
 

October 18-24: Texas Native Plant Week  The time of year for this annual week-long focus on native 
plants is appropriate, as fall is the best time to start a native plant garden.   Not only are many native plants 
attractive and important from an aesthetic perspective, they also offer many environmental, and economic 
benefits. Native plants are drought-tolerant and therefore need less watering than many non-native spe-
cies. They are naturally adapted to local soil conditions. They are also important for wildlife habitat provid-
ing food and shelter for native animals and insects.  
 
 

October 20:  Gleaners 20th Anniversary Celebration, 11:30 am -2:00 pm   George Cates from        
Native American Seeds is the speaker.  RSVP by signing up at the October NPSOT meeting; or to be 
added to the invitation list send your e-mail address to Judy Gausnell, jgpp@windstream.net; or call 
the Riverside Nature Center at 830 257-4837.   Details on Page 5. 
 

October 22: Riverscape Opening Celebration, Thursday, 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm                                                                    

Wine, Hor D’oeuvres, and Music--Featuring Kevin McCormick and Schreiner Singers                    

$50.00 per person      RSVP: (830) 257-4837  Details on Page 3 

 

October 24: Town Creek Clean Up, Saturday, 9:00 am.  Meet at our parking lot. 

 

November 5: Conversation with a Conservationist. Sharlene Leurig, 5:30-7 pm. Leurig, with the Hill Country Alliance, will 
discuss her current project titled, Our Desired Future. This is a multimedia project to educate Texans on our interdepend-
ence through our groundwater, springs and rivers. Her goal is to inspire Texans to bring about the changes we need to keep 
water flowing for future generations. This Conversation will coincide with the new Riverside Nature Center exhibit “H₂O 
Lives”  and the opening of the new Riverscape on our grounds. Come enjoy a lively conversation and refreshments before 
the discussion at 5:30pm. Suggested donation $20 

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 

150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville  

 RSVP to 257-4837  -  www.riversidenaturecenter.org       RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 

Fall 2015 Event Calendar 

mailto:jgpp@windstream.net
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org
mailto:RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com
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Note the address to use when you wish to: RSVP an event, find out about a program, or check for weather 
cancellations/closings, and so forth. Thank you in advance for using the new e-address!  

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 

A River Runs Through 
It! 

 

You are invited to the          
opening of Riverscape 

and H₂0 Lives! 
Connect the Drops! 

 
Thursday, October 22, 

2015 
5:30-7:30 pm 

 
Wine, Hors D’oeuvres, 

and Music-- 
Featuring Kevin          
McCormick and 
Schreiner Singers 

 
$50.00 per person 

 
You don’t want               

to miss it!! 
RSVP: (830) 257-4837 

mailto:RNC-Kerrville@gmail.com
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BT Wilson Sixth Grade School           
Visited Riverside Nature Center 

 

On Friday, September 4, students delivered 
and hung homemade birdseed wreaths 
that were made in class.  The students be-
gan making the birdseed wreaths two 
years ago to sell each fall as a classroom 
fundraiser.  Wreaths are made out of bird-
seed and gelatin, and formed in small cake 
pans.   
 
Teacher Bethany Whitfill spoke with River-
side director Becky Etzler to coordinate the 
trip and make plans for additional trips in 
the coming months. 
 
 “The kids love making the wreaths and it is 
a great hands-on project that reinforces 
following step-by-step directions,” said 
Whitfill. “Bringing the wreaths to Riverside 
Nature Center and hanging them in the 
trees shows the kids that the wreaths serve 
a real purpose in nature. It’s the best kind 
of learning.”  
 
 “We love the idea of having the kids pro-
vide the bird feed to the center,” said Etz-
ler. “We hope to expand on that and have 
the students return periodically to check 
on the feeders and replace them when 
they are empty.” 
  
 

BT Wilson students: 
 
Front from left:  Cole Crider, Janelle 
Herl, Nicholas Guadiana, Myron 
Zuniga, Mia Estrada, and Alex        
Plasencia.  

Back from left: Teacher Bethany  
Whitfill, Marcos   Contreras,             
Nicholas Wyatt, Adrian Cervantes, 
William Parker, Jordan Ballesteros, 
Rogelio Herrera,  Mrs. Rosibel          
Graham, Mrs. Anna Ozuna and 
Kyra (wheelchair). 

Our new exhibit…….coming Oct.. 3 



 

The Inaugural Run for Riverside 5k Run/Walk   by Valeska Danielak 

  

The September 12, 2015, event was a huge success and I want to thank all of 

you for your support! We had over 200 registered participants for this event, 

far exceeding our goal of 150. Everyone who came out had a great time. The 

weather was beautiful, and the race started on time 

at 8 am, kicked off by our very own Susan Sanders 

sporting a sassy squirrel costume.  

 

The first male runners completed the 5k (3.1 miles) out and back 

course in under 18 minutes and the ladies in under 24 minutes. 

Clearly we had some very fast participants including some of the 

four-legged variety. Our second place overall female finished with 

her dog by her side. Our youngest finisher was three years old, and 

our own Maggie Tatum rounded out the field at a spry 87!  Cheers 

and applause 

could be heard 

throughout the 

course thanks to friends and family who 

came to show support.  

 

Adding to the festive spirit were the Tivy 

cheerleaders who passed out water at 

three designated stops along the course 

and at the finish line.  Greeting returning 

runners and walkers at the pavilion were 

a myriad of post-run treats: sliced water-

melon, oranges, bananas, varieties of 

chips, cookies and crackers arranged with 

an elegance only the Riverside Nature Center volunteers could achieve! Music by the Mister 

Clean Band pumped participants prior to the start and continued playing until it was time 

for the awards and door prizes. This 

combination of atmosphere, music, 

food and camaraderie created one of 

the most magical mornings at the Riv-

erside Nature Center.  

 

If you were one of the few that missed 

it this year, I promise you do not want 

to miss it next year! The placement of 

the Riverside Nature Center allows us 

to take advantage of one of the pretti-

est parts of the River Trail and I look 

forward to putting on this event in 

2016!  

Page 5 
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Kerrville Native Plant Society will study 
“Bats” on Tuesday, October 13th at 1:30 pm. 
Riverside Nature Center, 150 Francisco 
Lemos in Kerrville.     

 

Nyta Brown, Superintendent of the Old Tun-
nel State Park near Fredericksburg, will  talk about bats in general with focus on the Mexican free-
tailed bat. The abandoned railroad tunnel is home to three million Mexican free-tailed bats from May - 
October.  Bats have much to offer as pollinators and insect controllers 

Visitors are welcome.  For more information contact John Sloan, 830-238-7678.   

For more information about the Kerrville Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas please go to our 
web site npsot.org/Kerrville. 

October 13: Brown Bag Lunch & Learn  Tuesday  11:30 am. - 12:45 pm 

 
Guest Speaker:  Rachael Ranft - Director  
of Northern Hill Country River Projects  

The Nature Conservancy 
 

 Lessons Learned from the 
Blanco River Memorial Weekend Flood 

  
Building Resiliency on Streams and Rivers 

 

                     How to better manage our riparian areas for  
             resilient landscapes during both floods and droughts  
                      and what The Nature Conservancy is doing  
                       moving forward (with partner organizations)  
                      to bring positive changes to our management  
                            of our beloved Hill Country landscapes.  Rachael Ranft  

 

 Heavy Duty 2in1 Hand Truck 

 Water Filtration Pitcher 

 External Hard Drive 1 terabyte 

RNC Wish ListRNC Wish List  



RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 

150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville, Texas 

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 
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Kay Harter, 
Mary Thomas 

 

The Gleaners Celebrate 20th Anniversary 

 

On October 20, 2015, the Gleaners group of Riverside Nature Center will host 
a potluck luncheon to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the organization. Co-
inciding with Texas Native Plant Week, the event will celebrate the original 
work of Edith Bettinger who founded the Gleaners in 1995, and all those who 
continue to be inspired by her work. The Gleaners participate in various activ-
ities which include a bit of botany, wildflower observation and identification, 
plant rescue from roadsides and properties to be developed, and caring for 
the wildflower meadow at Riverside Nature Center. Since the main focus of 
the group is to glean and clean seeds, an additional perk is the sharing of 
wildflower seeds with one another for personal gardens, planting at River-
side, or sharing with others in the community who have an interest in             
maintaining our native wildflower diversity.  

 

The speaker for the event is George Cates, manager of the farming and seed production operations for Native 
American Seed in Junction, Texas. George began interning for Native American Seed in 2002 and was hired full 
time after graduating from Austin College in 2006 with a B.A. in Environmental Studies. For the past decade, he 
has participated in and led many prairie restorations utilizing seeds harvested across the many eco-regions of Tex-
as. He will share photos and processes of the restoration of Commons Ford Metropolitan Park in NW Austin 
where he has joined with an avid local birder to restore 72 species of grass, in addition to wildflowers, on 40 acres 
that have now become a favorite haven for a wide variety of birds. In addition, he will share insights from the 
Austin project that can be used to further enhance the meadow restoration at the Riverside Nature Center.  At 
the conclusion of his presentation, he will discuss commercial processes that can be adapted to our local glean-
ers’ hand work, as well as any other best practices that can be applied to work on Hill Country properties. 

 

Displays of the history of the Gleaners organization, as well as the wildflower meadow at the Riverside Nature 
Center, will be of particular interest to those who have enjoyed the flourishing beauty of the nature center gar-
den. After the severe drought of 2011 caused the loss of many native plants, as well as encouraged the overrun of 
numerous invasive species, a restoration project was begun in June 2012 with professional input from Native 
American Seed. After a year of keeping selected spaces bare, in 2013 a seed mix of mostly warm-seasoned grass-
es together with annual, biennial and perennial wildflowers were planted. Now, thanks to a team of dedicated 
volunteers who work year round maintaining the meadow, the glory of native plants can be shared by all who 
stroll through the grounds of the Riverside Nature Center. 

 

All with an interest in native grasses and wildflowers are welcome at the luncheon which will begin at 11:30 at 
the Riverside Nature Center. It will be a time of celebration as well as an ongoing commitment to the benefits 
that native plants provide such as air and water cleansing, water supply retention, erosion and sediment control, 
pollination, and habitat for wildlife. As George Cates, seen in the photo, will emphasize in his presentation, 

planting native seeds is an important step in safeguarding the web of Texas life. 

 

Please RSVP by signing up at the October NPSOT meeting; or to be added to the invitation list send your e-mail 
address to Judy Gausnell, jgpp@windstream.net; or call the Riverside nature Center at 830 257-4837 to RSVP. 

         George Cates 

mailto:RNC-Kerrville@gmail.com
mailto:jgpp@windstream.net
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Fall/gulf gumweed
(Grindelia lanceolata) 

Eryngo (Eryngium 

Leavenworthii) 

Golden-eye 

(Viguiera dentata) 

Geradia 

(Agalinis purpurea) 

Rain water, from the RNC water catchment 
system, helped to sustain the meadow until 
the end of July.      For the past two months 
there has been little rain and high tempera-
tures. So, what is the condition of the mead-
ow? 

The meadow seems to be surviving these ex-
tremes. Many of the grasses have continued 
to produce seed heads, while a few seem to 
have gone into dormancy.  
 

Some of the smaller forb seedlings seem to 
have disappeared, yet a few seedlings for next 
year have started to appear. The few plants 
that have continued to bloom include com-
mon broomweed (Xanthocephalum dracuncu-
loides), cowpen daisies (Verbesina enceli-
oides), gray golden aster (Heterotheca ca-
nescens), prairie goldenrod (Solidago 
nemoralis), flame acanthus (Anisacanthus 
Wrightii), and corona de cristo passionvine 
(Passiflora foetida).  
 

The thoroughwort (Ageratina havanense) 
shrubs near the porch are getting ready to 
bloom and will provide needed nectar for the 
pollinators. Golden-eye (Viguiera dentate) 
and Lindheimer’s senna (Senna lindheimeria-
na) are struggling, but look like they will be 
blooming soon.  
 

Many of the early summer bloomers have 
survived to produce seeds which are being 
scattered by the wind and will replenish the 
meadow in the coming year, as well as pro-
vide needed food for the fauna that visit 
throughout the winter.  
 

Native vegetation is a marvel to watch. To 

promote your own wildflower patch, now is 

the time to sow the seeds. 

Gray golden aster 

(Heterotheca         
canescens) 

 

Enjoy Marilyn 

Knight’s  photos 

of fall blooming  

wildflowers. 

Small palafoxia 
(Palafoxia callosa) 
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                                          Photos Wanted! 

Calling all photographers!  RNC is developing a new fall-winter exhibit on water, and 
we are in need of quality photos to include in displays and/or programs.  A major 
component is the Guadalupe River and its habitats and “residents”.  Since so much of 
the riparian area of the river is on private property, it’s hard for people to gain an 
appreciation of what is so special about our river. 

 

Each section of the river (including the creeks) can have a different look due to eleva-
tion, what direction it is oriented,  as well as what plants are found there.   We could 
use pictures of the following: 

How the river starts (seeps and springs)   Contributing creeks 

The route through Kerr County    Plant communities along the way 

Wildlife (in it, along it, etc.)     People and the river 

We’d prefer digital files that are of high resolution.  One goal is to have images for our files for future use.  If 
you want your name on it, please let us know and allow us to encrypt it.  Also, if the image is of a particular 
creek, please include the creek’s name. 

For more information contact Susan Sander via email: naturalist@riversidenaturecenter.org.                      
Send photos to http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org/ 

Urban Wildlife: Habits and Habitats Workshop   

On September 17th a full day workshop was held at RNC: 
Though the day was accredited for Animal Control Officers 
from around the area counties, the class also was attended by 
Master Naturalists and others wanting to hear more on the vari-
ous subjects.  

The day opened with the very current topic of Chronic Wasting 
Disease seen in whitetail deer and other diseases in that popula-
tion. Dr. Bill DIttmar, expert on the subject, and Joyce Moore 
from Texas Parks and Wildlife were presenters. Dr. Kim  
Lohmeyer followed up with Ticks and other insects. There was 
also a very timely presentation by Dr. Ed Wozniak on Rabies 
which Kerr County has seen its 20th confirmed case.  Dr.           
Wozniak talked on Chagas Disease as well.  

Nyta Brown had an informative talk on Bats and their habits and 
habitats, the Wildlife Rehabilita-
tion Facility talked about their 
mission and the day ended 
with education on and handling 
of live, poisonous snakes from 
the Bamburger Preserve! A full 
day with a variety of topics dis-
cussed and a great walk on the 
Rivertrail as well with local natu-
ralist, Susan Sander. 

Yvonne Gerhardt 
with copperhead 

mailto:naturalist@riversidenaturecenter.org


 

Board Members: 

Valeska Danielak                              
Frank Dunlap                                       
Wynn Kilgore                                       
Barbara Oates                                    
Peggy Thompson                           
Lisa Williams                               
Morgan Williams 

 

MEMBERS JOINING FROM AUGUST 15 to SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 

 

 

Pamela Slutz and Clarence Reed 

What is a Riverside Nature Center? 

 

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town           
of Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                  

organization, owned by its members and primarily operated by volunteers.  

 

Our mission is to foster greater public awareness and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s             
natural resources through education, information, and by example.  We provide quality educational 
experiences for the community’s children, adults and families; and we serve as a resource center for 

the community on native plants and nature related information.  

RNC BOARD & OFFICERS: 

Rick Ertel - President 

Peter Lewis - Vice President 

Judy Ferguson - Past President 

Gwynn Groggel - Secretary 

Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer 


