Riverside Nature Center

June 2018

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director
A quick glance at a thermometer and one would think it is summer already. Technically
the season doesn’t begin until June 21st, but when did nature ever keep to a strict
schedule. Some will tell you we are about three weeks early with the higher summer
temperatures. If I recall correctly, we were saying that last year in reference to the
early onset of spring.
One possible explanation may lie in a recent study by Richard Seager of Columbia
University. Are you familiar with the 100th meridian? John Wesley Powell first
described this invisible boundary in the late 1800s. The line runs longitudinally
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through North America marking a separation between the humid eastern half of the
continent from the western arid plains. Seager and his colleagues confirmed the existence of this boundary but
also showed it has shifted approximately 140 miles to the east, bringing it close to the 98th meridian. The study
concluded, it will continue its eastward shift as warmer temperatures increase soil moisture evaporation and
change rain patterns.
I mention this study as we look to Riverside Nature Center’s future. Looking at the map, the Texas Hill Country is
now located west of the 100th meridian. As our environment shifts and changes, so does our responsibilities and
directives. Current management practices of our gardens and arboretum may need adjustments. Do we need
additional holding tanks for our rain collection system? When replacing or adding plants, do we keep a strict
“Hill Country native only” policy or do we begin incorporating species from the Trans-Pecos region? Do we focus
our efforts on recording and reporting shifts in migratory species and patterns? Should we strengthen our educational efforts concerning our surface and ground water?
Riverside Nature Center will remain a constant in our community but our methods and messages may change to
adapt with our ever changing environmental needs. The era we are experiencing does not have to be a time of
doom and gloom. Get involved and support nature as it has supported you.
Until next time….

Becky
The 100th meridian runs from pole to
pole, 100° longitude west of the prime
meridian in Greenwich, England. It
cuts through six U.S. states, forming a
partial boundary between Oklahoma
and Texas. Powell identified this line
as marking the point where the average annual rainfall dropped from 61
centimeters on the eastern edge to 46
centimeters at the western edge. New
research shows a sharp aridity gradient still exists, but it has moved east a
bit, closer to the 98th meridian. Climate models predict it will move farther eastward in coming decades.
Credit: National Atlas, modified by K. Cantner, AGI
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RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

830 257-4837

www.riversidenaturecenter.org

JUNE 2018 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs

Saturday, June 9, 2018 , 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
National Get Outdoors Day in Louise Hays Park

Tuesday, June 19, 2018, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
NEd Talk

Come join us at the park! UGRA & RNC will be
conducting nature walks at 11:30 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Karst features in the Hill Country with Patty Perlaky
from Cave Without A Name. (see flyer page 5).

Tuesday, June 12, 2018, 10:00 a.m.-11 a.m.
Walk with Shucks the Corn Snake
Shucks the corn snake and Karen Millikan will be showing you things you want to know about snakes!

Tuesday, June 26, 2018, 10:00 a.m.-11 a.m.
Walk with Shucks the Corn Snake
Shucks our resident corn snake and Karen Millikan take
us into the life of snakes.

Saturday. June 16. 2018, 8-9:30 a.m.
RNC Bird Walk & Talk
Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin in front of our visitor center
and join in a birding walk along the river trail. All ages
are welcome.

Mark your calendars:

Walk with Shucks the Corn Snake
resumes Summer 2018 the 2nd & 4th
Tuesday mornings 10 – 11 a.m.
ASK Shucks! Have questions about snakes? Email
your questions to RNC.Kerrville@gmail and we
will be ready with your answers.
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What you may see this month at RNC - June 2018
Written by Martha Miesch
Photos by Marilyn Knight

Agarita

You will notice that the agarita on the Francisco Lemos berm is now ablaze
with red berries! Some clever folks collect them to make jelly. (Wish I
could claim to have done so but it would be a fib.) I’ve been told the smart
thing to do is to put a sheet of plastic under the red berry loaded agarita
with its spiky leaves and shake it with a stick to collect the berries to make
the jelly. If you taste one of the red berries it is easy to understand the
sweetness is perfect for jelly making.
Marilyn took a couple of field pictures that show
off Englemann daisy, Wine cup, Indian blanket
and Mealy blue sage.

Englemann daisy

Standing Winecups
& Indan Blankets

These wild flowers are easy to reseed. If you
have them blooming one year you can count on
seeing them in next year’s blooms. A doozy of a
Texas drought can limit the numbers however.
Even though the flower rays of 8 petals can curl
sometimes, the leaves are very distinctive and
can be a dead give-away in identifying the Englemann daisy. You can see them at several locations in the Meadow from March through July.
Wine cup has been a bumper crop this year in
spite of drought. It can be 6-12 inches high. It
seems to like being immersed among other wild
flowers. Imagine a glass of red wine when you
see this purple color in the Meadow.
Indian blanket is a favorite because it is so easy to
grow from seed. Some people call it Firewheel
which is a good name because of the bright red
flower with yellow tips. It might be fun to see
these colorful wheels on our cars. This is its peak
blooming season even with the minimal rain
we’ve had this spring. You can see splashes of
color from Indian blanket in the RNC gardens.

Indian Blanket

Check out these and other great bloomers like
Mealy blue sage which seems to be another
healthy bloomer this spring, and be sure to thank
the volunteers who tend them just so we can
enjoy them.

More of Marilyn’s photos on the next page...
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What you may see this month at RNC - June 2018
Written by Martha Miesch
Photos by Marilyn Knight

Mealy Blue Sage
Texas Barberry

Bluets and Indian Blanket

Pink Primrose & Wine Cups

Palo Verde & Retama
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Be a Pollinator Champion
Introducing the Pollinator Garden Assistance and Recognition Program
By Richard Coleman
In the Texas Hill Country, continued population growth
has resulted in fragmentation of large tracts of land due
to increased construction. In addition, industrial scale
agriculture and chemical dependent food production has
significantly reduced the habitat for pollinators.
Native Texas plants need Native Texas pollinators to
thrive.
Hill Country Master Naturalists and local chapters of the
Native Plant Society of Texas have united in an effort to
promote small plot gardens, which will protect native
pollinators and increase the use of native plants.
The program’s network of volunteers will reach out to local home-owners, groups, institutions and organizations
to educate people about the importance of native plants
and habitat in our unique Hill Country environment.
Our volunteers will advise new gardeners who wish to plant pollinator gardens which provide nectar
and habitat for native and migrating pollinators: bees, butterflies, moths, beetles and hummingbirds.
We also want to recognize gardeners with existing small plot gardens who can apply for recognition.
A certificate of recognition will be presented to these gardeners at monthly Hill Country Master
Naturalist and/or NPSoT chapter meetings.

An outdoor plaque will also be available for purchase to display in recognized gardens.
For complete information go to https://txmn.org/hillcountry/pgarp/
Or contact us at PollinatorChampion@gmail.com
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Pollinators at the Riverside Nature Center
By Bill Morgenstern - RNC member and nature photographer
Pollinators are everywhere at the Riverside Nature Center. It is impossible not
to find them across the entire landscape. Wherever there are flowering plants,
summer, fall, winter, spring, there are pollinators.
So what is a pollinator? It is simple. A pollinator is an animal that moves pollen
from the male anther of a flower to the female stigma of a flower enhancing
fertilization and the process of seed production.
Insect pollinators include bees, (honey bees, solitary species, and bumblebees);
pollen wasps (Masarinae); ants; flies including bee flies, hoverflies and mosquitoes; both butterflies and moths; and flower beetles. Vertebrates, mainly bats
and birds, but also some non-bat mammals (possums, rodents) and some lizards
pollinate certain plants. Among the pollinating birds are hummingbirds, honeyeaters and sunbirds with long beaks; they pollinate a number of deep-throated
flowers.
Here at Riverside Nature Center you will find a variety of insect pollinators including bees, bee flies, hoverflies, flower beetles, butterflies, moths and other insects
that move from flower to flower. The smallest pollinator found in the RNC wildflower gardens is the thrips, an insect of one millimeter or less in length.

Katydid Instar pollinator

Honey bee pollinator

Without pollinators we would not have trees, flowers, grasses or food crops.
Bees do the major job of pollinating so any insecticide that kills bees reduces a
major portion of the pollinator population and directly impacts potential food
sources for other animals and us humans. Think twice before you use these products and the potential that toxic insecticide chemicals has on food sources.
All of the accompanying pictures show insect pollinators found in the wildflower
gardens of the Riverside Nature Center. Look for these pollinators as you explore
the wildflower gardens
here. You
may also enjoy looking
around your
home gardens and
flowerbeds
and see if
you recognize any of
the same pollinators picPollen divers
tured here.
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Large Orange Sulphur

Crimson Patch butterfly

Community Service Opportunity outside of RNC
The Butterfly Garden just inside of Kerrville-Schreiner Park is in need of additional volunteers to
maintain this 10,000+ square foot, 17 year-old garden. It is 97-99% Native Plants, high fenced and needs additional effort to return it to a horticultural showplace and workable educational venue. The good news is that this
garden has an irrigation system and the bad news is this garden has an irrigation system so when native plants
are irrigated, they really “Go Native”. Hence, More Assistance Is Needed!
Over the past year or so there has been an average of about four volunteers every Thursday morning.
This small, dedicated cadre is helping bring the area back from a period of benign neglect to both a natural and
inviting environment for Kerrville-Schreiner Park visitors – over 12,000 park vehicle or camping permits were
issued last year.
The Butterfly Garden is an excellent place in which one can gain experience in working with Native
plants, learning to identify both nectar and larval host plants especially varieties of milkweed. We were certified
as Monarch Way-station in 2006 and are active participants in Citizen Science activities such as Monarch Watch
and Bring Back the Monarchs to Texas. Beyond plant identification, one can work with the Monarch Larval Monitoring Plant (MLMP) group in conducting weekly milkweed census, checking for butterfly larva (Instars) and participating in butterfly identification and counts. Many of our members are also involved in the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSoT) and currently we are investing the NPSoT Grant we received earlier this spring in about 100
native plants that support pollinators and butterflies (especially Monarchs).
My current efforts are to complete various plant identification training materials such as “The 10, 20,
etc., Most unWanted Plants” notebook; plant ID, garden location and characteristic lists; maintenance plans, i.e.
pruning guides; etc.
Additionally we are searching for grant sources in order to convert the underused central courtyard to a
keyhole-raised garden that will serve as a demonstration bed for Hill Country milkweed varieties. In conjunction
with this we want to start an educational outreach to various garden clubs, church groups, scouting groups,
nursing homes, and civic/business entities that wish to launch pollinator/butterfly gardens.
If you are interested, we normally work every Thursday morning, weather permitting, from about
0815/0830 until 1100 or so, again temperature permitting. While the Butterfly Garden is listed as a Hill Country
Master Naturalist project, anyone can participate.
KSP is on TX 173 just south of Loop 534. To volunteer at the
Butterfly Garden you do NOT have to check in or pay admission
for the park. Take the first left past the Administration
Building and the garden is just down the street on the
left.
Come out to visit or email me, Larry Eskridge at:
el_e@swbell.net
(Note that is: el underscore e)
Thanks and I hope to see or talk to you.
Larry Eskridge,
KSP Butterfly Garden Volunteer Coordinator

8

This year the 4th grader learning stations were Pollinators & Wildflowers, Wildlife & Habitat,
Composting & Bioturbation, Soils & Seeds, and Food Webs. Thank you to all of the presenters,
guides, organizers and donators who made it all possible!

 Wildlife
Composting 
 Bioturbation

Pollinators

Wildlife
Habitat

Wildflowers

More photos on
next page
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Food Web 1

Hill Country Watershed
Soil seed balls

Food Web 2

Aquifer

Soil study

Thank you to the National Honor Society of Our Lady of
the Hills for their generous donation of $250. Funds
were raised in support of Riverside Nature Center during
Earth Day activities sponsored by the NHS. That’s a lot
of edible “dirt” sold!

Ella Junker & Anna O’Leary with Becky, our director
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NEW MEMBERS
4/26/18 thru 5/23/18
(Does not include renewals)

Janet & Bruce Colgate

Jim & Mary Beth Maxwell

Ellen Bolton & Michel Millet

Jim & Cathy Davis

RNC DONORS
4/26/18 thru 5/23/18

Mary Weber

Harriet Redwine

Mr. & Mrs. John Farmer

Joy Crawford

L.K. Key

Barbara Oates

Matthew Jenkins

Herbert Laing

Linda & Tilden Smith

Mr. & Mrs. John Quinby

Francoise Wilson

Thank you to the Kerrville Junior Service Guild for an award of $750.
Riverside Nature Center is so happy to partner with you!

Director Becky Etzler thanks Caitlin Probandt
of the Kerrville Junior Service Guild for their
wonderful donation of $750.
Riverside Nature Center is one of three
organizations the KJSG has designated to receive their volunteer service. We are grateful
for their help at our plant sales, spiffy ups and
fund raisers throughout the year. You can
always recognize them by their name tag with
the KJSG logo.
These ladies rock!!
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/aboutrnc/donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information,
and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults
and families; and we serve as a resource center
for the community on native plants and nature
related information.

RNC OFFICERS

Board Members

Peter Lewis - President
Rick Ertel - Past President
Barbara Oates - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer

Kris Bobbitt
Tara Bushnoe
Frank Dunlap
Malcolm Matthews
Liz Ross
Peggy Thompson
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