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Riverside Nature Center OCT0BER 2018 

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director 

      

 As I sat in the darkened theater and watched the documentary 

 “Green  Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time”, it              

 occurred to me I was hearing one word over and over. I am sure 

 there were many words that were repeated but this one in particular 

 rang true to me. That word was “share.”  Now you may find it    

 strange that I would pick out such a simple word.  Why not latch on 

 to “ethic”, “steward”, “conservation” or “environmentalism”?  All of 

  these are good words and ones used throughout the film.  As a   

  matter of fact, they are all used several times in the course of a day 

at   the nature center.  Yet, it was “share” that plucked my auditory 

   nerve, sending its signal to my brain and leaving its impression.  

   How can you impress upon someone the importance of something 
without first sharing your thoughts or evidence? It is the act of sharing across time, across space, across          
gender, and across age that allows the acceptance of an idea or action. This is exactly what we aim to                
accomplish at Riverside Nature Center. 

 We are sharing the concept of land ethics; which at its core is simply caring about people, about land, and 
about strengthening the relationship between them.  We are sharing the ways in which all forms of life           
underground, above ground, in and out of water or in the air are all interconnected. We are sharing methods 
by which we can live in harmony with nature.  

What is so wonderful about the act of sharing is that it is in perpetual motion - moving and growing. Teaching 
may be the ultimate act of sharing; unselfishly giving of your time and expertise in order to help others grow in 
their understanding. Our volunteers and professional partners are superb examples of “sharers.”  

A simple illustration of how sharing works: A child visits the 
nature center and is introduced to Shucks, our resident corn 
snake. The child is shown the skin Shucks recently shed and 
told a few facts about snakes in general. No bells or whistles 
go off. No one applauds the “teacher” and the child moves on 
to another area of the nature center. A few weeks go by and 
this same child visits again but this time a friend has come too. 
Without any prompting, the child tells the friend all about 
Shucks and how he needs to shed his skin to grow. Sharing of 
knowledge across age, across time, across space and across 
gender.    

Let’s go back into that darkened theater and take note of what 
is really happening. We were learning how to be better 
“sharers”.  

Until next time… 

 Becky 

  Becky Etzler 
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Dinner is 

Served 

Just what every backyard 
needs & just in time for fall  

migration! 

 

Buy your raffle tickets now!! 

Drawing at the Fall Native 
Plant Sale & Festival, Saturday  

October 6th 

                                                

 & 

 

 
 

Tickets $5.00/each or $20.00 for five 

Tickets on sale now call or come by 

(830) 257-4837 

150 Francisco Lemos St.,  Kerrville 
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                                    RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com                                                                                            www.riversidenaturecenter.org           

                                                                                                                 830 257 -4837    

OCTOBER 2018 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs 

 
Monday, October 1, 2018  
4:00– 5:30 p.m.                            
Texas Waters Specialist      
Training 

 

 

 

Friday, October 5, 2018      
4:30-6:00 p.m.                     
Members only plant sale.  
 

Saturday, October 6, 2018 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.               
RNC & Hill Country Master               
Naturalist present the Fall 

 

 

Saturday, October 13, 2018 
10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.           
Basic Tree ID Workshop             
Naturalist Susan Sander            

Shady Characters.“ Bring a 

to begin your own leaf/tree 

members.  Free for RNC             
Riverside Guides.                              
See flyer page 4 

 

 

Monday, October 15, 2018            
4:00-5:30 p.m. Texas Waters 
Specialist Training 

 

 

Saturday, October 20, 2018 
8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.                     
RNC Bird Walk & Talk           
Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin  in 
front of the visitor center for 
a birding experience along 
the Guadalupe River on the  
Kerrville City Trail.                  
All ages welcome.  

 

Tuesday, October 23, 2018 
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.              
RNC NEd Talk -Tracker Lee 
Burton  explores bird        

See flyer page 5. 

 

 

Saturday, October 27, 2018 
7:00-9:00 p.m.                               
Fiesta de la Luna Fundraiser 
under the moonlight with 
Mexican fare, margaritas and 
live mariachi music. Live           

Please RSVP.   

  

 

Wednesday, October 31, 2018  
5:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.                  
at Louise Hays Park . Stop by to 
see us at Family Fright Night and 
create your own spooky snap. 

 

 

mailto:RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org
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A special note to RNC GUIDES: 

 
 

2019 will mark the 25th anniversary of planting RNC’s arboretum. Hence, the year- long               

exhibit will focus on trees.  This training will provide you with a way to help people who bring 

in their mystery leaf/branch. 
 

 If you can’t make this date please let us know so we can make sure you get the training. 

Make Plans to Attend 

How to Identify Shady Characters 
 

Without trees Texas summers would       
be unbearable. 

Without trees Kerrville would not              
have been founded. 

Without trees most wildlife would            
not find food or shelter.   

With almost 140 different trees             
growing in Kerr County identification 
can be a challenge. 

 

Help is at hand: RNC naturalist Susan Sander will guide you through her KISS clues   
to figure out what you’re looking at before leaf drop starts. Bring your own mystery 
branch. 

This hands-on-class will be held at Riverside Nature Center on October 13 from      
10-12 ($10, $ 8 for RNC Members, free for RNC Guides).  Bring a notebook and 
some tape to start your own leaf collection. Bring your lunch and wander among  
the trees that were planted 25 years ago. 
 

 

 

 

 

RSVP by October 10th: 830-257-4837 or rnc.kerrville@gmail.com 
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                              What you may see this month at RNC - October 2018                  
Written by Martha  Miesch         Photos by Marilyn Knight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some delightful rain has fallen in recent days stimulating blooms of a favorite bloomer in the butter-
fly garden at RNC, Esperanza or Yellow Bell. I always wondered why this beautiful bloomer was 

called “Hope“ unless it is a plea for rain to stimulate blooms.  The bloom looks like a yellow bell so 
that name fits like a glove.  It’s nice for the name to be somewhat descriptive of the plant.   

Broom weed is another native plant with a descriptive name.  The stems could get as high as 36           
inches and it would bloom usefully from July to November.  This yellow bloomer with tiny blooms 

and branched stems grows well on poor, dry caliche soils.      

It is intriguing to learn that early pioneers used this plant to sweep the dirt floors in their rugged 
homesteads making it easier to walk inside.  I guess a roof over their heads was more important than 

tile or carpet on the floor.  RNC has a nice batch of Broom weed close to the back porch.   

Esperanza  - Tecoma stans (Bignoniaceae 

Prairie broom weed - Amaphiachyris 
dracunculoides (Asteraceae) 



8 

           

What you may see this month at RNC  -  October 2018                                 
 Written by Martha  Miesch                   Photos by Marilyn Knight 

Turk’s Cap has been one of 

the most colorful bloomers 

during this drought                           

dominated summer.  This 

shade-loving herbaceous 

shrub can grow 2-4 feet high 

and has bright red flowers 

that can be 1 to 2 inches long 

with 3 to 5 lobed leaves.   

A little rain can turn this plant 

into an aggressive one that 

can take over.  Its bloom peri-

od is June to October so we 

must enjoy it while we can.    

Turk’s Cap - Malvaviscus arboreus                            
var. drummondaii 
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Wow! The 4th Annual Run for Riverside 5K had more registrants, 
more sponsors, more volunteers, and more community participation 
than ever! Race director Liz Ross put all of us to task, and we all felt 
rewarded by a big turnout even with dubious storms looming 
around us. 

Thank you for all of the efforts to turn a soggy day into a fun event.  
Ric LeMon and the Menagerie Band kept the friends and family 
members  rocking to the finish.  The rainbow arching over the finish 
line was a  beautiful encouraging touch from above.  

Thank you to everyone for a race event well done! We look  forward 

to next year! 

Race Director 
Liz Ross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brewmaster 
Larry Altman 
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"In addition to receiving his 
first place medal, winner 
Christopher Neal receives 
his Anacacho Orchid Tree" 

Ric Le Mon and the 
Menagerie Band kept 

us moving.. 
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Using Facebook to Help               
Riverside Nature Center                              

from Katy Kappel 
 

I look at Facebook a couple of times a week, 
and a few months ago it noticed that my            
birthday was near and asked if I would like to 
raise money for my favorite charity.   

 

With very little effort, I asked 79 friends and 
raised $205 for the Riverside Nature Center.   
There is no charge to the non-profit and you 
can start at any time.  

 

 If you would also like to raise money, here is 
the link: https://www.facebook.com/
fundraisers/?source=feed_attribution 

Check out the book signing at Kerr Arts 
and Cultural Center (KACC)  

October 25th, 2028 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The Texas Hill Country: A Photographic Adventure 
book signing with Michael H. Marvins. All proceeds go 
to Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation. 

KACC 
228 Earl Garrett Street 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

https://www.facebook.com/fundraisers/?source=feed_attribution
https://www.facebook.com/fundraisers/?source=feed_attribution
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RNC DONORS                                                                                                                                      

8/26/18/thru 9/21/18                                                                                                                                            

 

Don & Sharon Brown 

Harriet Redwine 

Kathleen Boyce 

Barbara Oates  

Jack & Karen Millikan 

Steamatic of the Hill Country, Inc. 

 

RNC NEW MEMBERS                                                                                                                                     

8/25/18/thru 9/21/18         

                                                                                                                                    

 

Hewitt Engineering, Inc. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Donald Strandberg                                                  

 

Riverside Nature Center Partners in Nature 

 

 

Century 21 The Hills Realty 

Crenwelge Motors 

 Davidson, Freedle , Espenhover & 
Overby. PC  

 BK Independent Production, LLC 

La Quinta Real Ranch, LLC 

PETER LEWIS,                                   

Architect & Associates 
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Thank you to Jeremy Carson and Rio 10 Cinemas for hosting our showing of Green 
Fire in September. We are so happy that so many folks attended!     

We were able to meet some local landowners that were not aware of Leopold or of 
our interest in being a  resource to help others understand the importance of land 
management that supports plants and wildlife.    

We were able to raise money for Riverside Nature Center and share our passion. 
Thank you for attending and making others aware of it. We hope you enjoyed it. 

These avid birders were           
rewarded for coming out in 

the rain this September 
for  the Bird Walk & Talk.           
The Sellins were able to              
share the fun of birding              

from our deck at Riverside 
Nature Center.                      

Thank you for all of                  
your enthusiasm.                       

Join us for October. 

Why are Cicadas so loud? 
Because they have just emerged from 2 to 5 years under-

ground and they are trying to find a mate!  Lots of predators 

eat cicada grubs so they are lucky to be alive when they dig 

their way out.  Males have a vibrating structure on the side 

of their abdomen and fill up with air to make the sound.  

They are loudest in hot weather. If you’ve been listening to 

them this summer and wonder about them, don’t            

hesitate to read Karen Marquardt’s article. 
For more information see:                                                 

https://austin.mosquitosquad.com/blog/2017/7/18/its-

cicada-season/ 

https://austin.mosquitosquad.com/blog/2017/7/18/its-cicada-season/
https://austin.mosquitosquad.com/blog/2017/7/18/its-cicada-season/
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  Board Members                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                           
Kris Bobbitt                                                                                                                  

Tara Bushnoe                             
Frank Dunlap                                                                                           

Malcolm Matthews          
Liz Ross                         

Peggy Thompson   

What is a Riverside Nature Center? 
 

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River 
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of   

Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside 
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                            

organization, owned by its members and                         
primarily operated by volunteers.  

 

Our mission is to foster greater public awareness 
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s                

natural resources through education, information, 
and by example.  We provide quality educational 
experiences for the community’s children, adults 
and families; and we serve as a resource center            
for the community on native plants and nature             

related information.  

RNC OFFICERS 
 

Peter Lewis - President 
Rick Ertel - Past President 

Barbara Oates - Vice President              
Judy Ferguson - Secretary                                 

Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer 

Support RNC                               
DONATE NOW! 

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-
rnc/donate/general-donation-form/  

 
 

 


