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Riverside Nature Center DECEMBER 2018 

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director 

      Each month I sit down 

and write a letter to the 

members and volun-

teers of Riverside Nature 

Center. I attempt to        

discuss a new and     

different topic with each 

new issue. This month I 

think we are best served 

by revisiting and celebrating some of this year’s 

events, programs and projects. 

We kicked off 2018 with GRACE. This year long 
exhibit was an exploration of the many cultural, 
geological, and environmental aspects of life 
along the Guadalupe River. I hope you had the 
opportunity to learn more about your river            
address.  

We retired the monthly Brown Bag Lunch & Learn 
and introduced a new monthly platform, the NEd 
Talks.  A set admission fee was replaced with a 
lower suggested donation. An increase in               
attendance with a subsequent increase in pro-
gram revenue was noted.  

Over 1,000 children participated in one of several 
environmental education opportunities            
sponsored by the nature center. Spring Break 
Movies, Summer Nature Nights and the Walks 
with Shucks were all very well attended. The an-
nual KISD 4th Grade Field Days continued for its 
sixth year. This was the second year for the newly 
sponsored UGRA 2nd Grade Science Days.   

The more than 4,000 program attendees may 
have noticed an upgrade in our audio visual 
presentation, thanks to a grant from The Commu-
nity Foundation. A second thank you to The Com-
munity Foundation for sponsoring the One Wish 
program through which we were able to purchase 
new outdoor furniture. It’s always a pleasure to 

see families having their lunch on the patio.   

Another physical addition to the nature center is 
the bird blind and viewing area. Many of our       
local wildlife photographers have taken                
advantage of this unique birding opportunity right 
here in downtown Kerrville.  

Of course there were fundraising events through-
out the year. Both the spring and fall native plant 
sales are always wonderful community events. 
The Evening in the Garden and the Fiesta de la 
Luna were fundraisers but also great times for our 
members to gather in a relaxed social atmos-
phere. The 4th annual Run for Riverside 5K with 
its record breaking registration was a huge               
success.  

A new additional way for our community to show 
support for the nature center was inaugurated 
this year. The Partners in Nature program was 
developed for businesses to join us as corporate 
members and demonstrate their “greener” side.  

Nearly 5,000 visitors have come through the 
doors and experienced Riverside Nature Center 
and we still have a few more weeks until the end 
of the year. In those last few weeks I hope you 
will take advantage of one or both upcoming 
events; the NEd Talk: Native Host Plants for Texas 
Butterflies and the Conservation with a                
Conservationist: Seasons at Selah with David 
Bamberger and David Langford. Please see the 
calendar of events for dates and times. 

 As you can see, there was a lot going on at 150 
Francisco Lemos St in 2018. None of it would have 
been possible without your support, both finan-
cially and through volunteerism. It is my honor to 
work with such an amazing group of passionate 
and dedicated people.  

I wish you a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New 

Year!   Until next time…   Becky 

  Becky Etzler 

 



2 



3 

                                    RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com                                                                                           www.riversidenaturecenter.org          

                                                                                                                 830 257-4837    

DECEMBER 2018 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs 

 

Tuesday, December 4                                                                                                                              
1:00-3:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                      
2018 NEd Talk                                                                                                   
December Ned Talk is a presentation and book signing                    
of the new book Native Host Plants  for Texas Butterflies, 
A Field Guide  with Jim Weber,  Lynne Weber and Roland                                                                   
H.  Wauer.  Presenters are co-authors Lynn & Jim Weber.  
See flyer, page 2.  $5 suggested  donation. 

 

Thursday, December 13                                                              

5:30-7:30 p.m.                                                                        

Conversation with Conservationists David Bamberger 

and David  Langford.  Presentation and book signing  of 

Seasons at  Selah with wine and cheese reception.                  

$2o suggested donation.   Please RSVP.  See flyer page 5. 

 

 
 

Saturday, December 15, 2018                                                   
8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.                                                                      
RNC Bird Walk & Talk                                                                    
Meet  Paul and Deloris Sellin in front of the visitor center                       
to go birding along the Guadalupe River Trail.  All ages are 
welcome.  No fee. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019, 5:00 p.m. RNC Annual Membership 

Meeting.  Please join us and see what we have been up to                              

and what we are planning. 

White skipper on a turkscap 

mailto:RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org
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UGRA 2ND GRADE SCIENCE DAYS at RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 2018 
 

We enjoyed UGRA 2nd Grade Science Days last month! Upper Guadalupe River Authority sponsors the event, 
our Riverside Nature Center Education Committee plans and prepares the programs, our director Becky Etzler 
appeals to our volunteers to help us as presenters and organizes the schedule.   

 

The students are divided into four groups: Ants, Bees,                     
Caterpillars and Dragonflies. Each group rotates through 40 
minute learning stations situated about the grounds and visitor 
center. The station topics were:  

River of Life 

Metamorphosis 

Adaptations 

Decomposers 

We would like to thank all of the volunteers that made it            
possible. A few of the newer presenters say they had a lot of 
fun doing it. Many of the presenters were very dynamic and 
engaging, and the young scientists sent us pictures and notes 
showing what they liked and learned.  

If you are interested in volunteering for such an event, please 

email rnc.kerrville@gmail.com and come in to the visitor center 

and fill out a 

volunteer         

application. 

Join us in the 

fun of                    

exploration. 
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More UGRA 2ND GRADE SCIENCE DAYS  
photos at RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 

2018 
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25 years of ReLeaf                                                                                                                                                                 
by Susan Sander 

It may be hard to get excited about trees 

now that the first freeze leaves us with 

three months of bare branches.  But win-

ter is the best time to take a closer look at 

the quiet giants in our town and learn 

some of their stories. 

Without the Bald cypress, Joshua Brown, 

the shingle-maker would have gone else-

where. But in 1844 our Bald cypress had 

been untouched by man and were giants, 

and that was a strong economic incentive. 

During the recent floods, the second generation of Bald cypress did a great job keeping Tran-

quility Island in place despite raging water rinsing topsoil from their tangled roots.  It’s what 

they do – temper the flood’s velocity, anchor soil, shade water for aquatic wildlife, shelter yellow 

crowned night-heron nests, and sometimes provide food for beaver. 

My passion for trees was sparked by the late Bob Dewers who thought Riverside Nature Cen-

ter’s new site should have an arboretum. With a Texas Forest Service grant he laid out a plan 

and picked out each tree that volunteers help plant over the winter of 1993-1994.  

And with that our site went from 6 native trees to 100 native species.  Today, 25 years later, we 

have an urban forest that is a shady oasis during the summer for people and a source of food and 

shelter for a wide variety of birds and insects year round. We’re releafing the town. 

But why trees?  In the 1840s local trees were the resource for a wide range of uses: fuel for cook-

ing and heat; lumber for everything (dams, buildings, furniture, water tanks, wheels, barber 

pools, fences, railroad ties, telegraph poles, etc.).  Some species provided seasonal foods, others 

medicines and dyes.   

Today scientists are looking closely at what goes on in the tree’s “world.”   In central Texas one 

Bald cypress has rings that date back to the 1400s (dispelling that myth that Franciscan monks 

had planted  them).  Their tree rings are literally a weather log of droughts, important for water 

planners as our weather data only goes back to the late-1800s.  

Overall, Kerrville has been shaded by the same large pecans and live oaks for the past 35 years. 

I check on them while driving around town.  Yet some have been lost to development.  Oak wilt 

claimed most all the live oaks in the neighborhood of Francisco Lemos Street before RNC           

acquired its site.  New species  have been introduced.  This urban landscape story has shifting 

characters. 

Join in celebrating trees with RNCs new exhibit in 2019!  You can even start on a New Year res-

olution:  pick a tree to watch throughout the year.  Winter may look like nothing is happening 

but birds are poking around looking for food in the bark or gathering seeds/berries.  Or just rest-

ing on a branch with the squirrels. And ponder how trees connect us with the wild side of life. 
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A group of 10 birders 
identified a lot of birds 

passing through                       
Kerrville while on a                                   
Bird Walk & Talk led 
by Paul and Deloris 

Sellin in November. Join 
them in front of the                       

nature center on Satur-
day, December 15, 

2018. 8 a.m.- 9:30 a.m. 

 

REMEMBER TO COME AND FIND PRESENTS                                                            
AT THE RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER GIFT SHOP THIS SEASON 
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RNC DONORS   

10/25/18 thru 11/26/18                                                                                                                                            

 

  Stephanie & Rick Ertel 

Pat Harte 

Don Shannonhouse 

Frank & Angela Santagata 

Harriet Redwine 

John & Barbara Quinby 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Julie Clay 

Barbara Oates 

Pete & Martha Miesch 

Lisa Davis 

Heritage School 

  

 

Partners in Nature 

  

Ken Stoepel Ford     

      Century 21 The Hills Realty 

Crenwelge Motors 

 Davidson, Freedle , Espenhover        
& Overby. PC  

 BK Independent Production, LLC 

La Quinta Real Ranch, LLC 

PETER LEWIS,                                                

Architect & Associates 
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  Board Members                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                           
Kris Bobbitt                                                                                                                  

Tara Bushnoe                             
Frank Dunlap                                                                                           

Malcolm Matthews          
Liz Ross                         

Peggy Thompson   

What is a Riverside Nature Center? 
 

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River 
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of   

Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside 
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                            

organization, owned by its members and                         
primarily operated by volunteers.  

 

Our mission is to foster greater public awareness 
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s                

natural resources through education, information, 
and by example.  We provide quality educational 
experiences for the community’s children, adults 
and families; and we serve as a resource center            
for the community on native plants and nature             

related information.  

RNC OFFICERS 
 

Peter Lewis - President 
Rick Ertel - Past President 

Barbara Oates - Vice President              
Judy Ferguson - Secretary                                 

Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer 

Support RNC                               
DONATE NOW! 

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-
rnc/donate/general-donation-form/  

 
 

 


