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Riverside Nature Notes
Dear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive Director
As the summer temperatures get a little hot, don’t fall into the trap of
staying indoors.There are a lot of cool happenings in the Hill Country.
Float, swim, kayak or canoe the Guadalupe River
Go underground at Cave Without A Name or Natural Bridge Caverns
Hunker down at Llano State Park for some bird watching
Hike under the tree canopy at Cibolo Nature Center
More really cool summer happenings are the Nature Nights at Riverside Nature
Center.
Becky Etzler

I am thrilled with the family turn out so far. Each night has seen at least 20 family
units join us. I’ve been told it takes a few years for a program or event to build an audience. I must agree that
Nature Nights are following this rule. This series has really benefitted from word of mouth or more
accurately, social media post sharing. Not only are the parents, grandparents and kids having fun but the
presenters are too. These talented and enthusiastic program leaders are all volunteers. They give of their
time and talent so willingly. Now that is something really cool!
That reminds me of another especially cool happening.
Remember the recent emails you received urging you to join our
battle against Nature Disconnect? Your contribution would be matched dollar for dollar, up to $5,000, by
an anonymous benefactor. I am pleased to tell you that we not only raised the full matching amount but
exceeded it by $1,243. The success of this campaign is proof that our supporters believe that nature is an
essential part of our daily existence and that this interrelationship is one which must be nurtured.
Thank you for entrusting Riverside Nature Center to foster this shared mission.
Now that is something extremely cool!
The next time you hear someone complain about the heat, just tell them about all the cool things
happening at Riverside Nature Center.

Until next time…
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July 2019 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs
Monday,
July 1,
4pm-5:30pm
Texas Waters
Specialist Training

Friday,
July 5,
1pm-3pm
Unplug &
Connect With
Nature
Spend a fun filled afternoon
with Susan Sander as we
explore the wonders of
nature.
Free family fun!

Thursday,
July 11,
6pm-7pm
RNC Nature
Night
“Backyard Birds”
with Crystal Ledezma
Join us in learning some
basic birding techniques and
then test your skills on a bird
walk.
Free Family Fun!

Friday, July 12,
4pm-7pm
RNC @ Kerrville Farmer’s
Market
Come see us!
Thursday, July 18,
6pm-7pm
RNC Nature Night
“Wildlife Forensics” with
Johnny Arredondo, TPWD

Saturday,
July 27,
8am-noon
16th Annual
UGRA River
Clean Up
Meet at Flat Rock Park & join
us in the effort to keep our
rivers beautiful.

Could you tell what kind of animal
passed by just from the clues it may have
Save The Date:
left?
Saturday,
Scat, tracks, skins & skulls will be the
September 7,
topic of tonight’s Nature Night.
8am Start
Free Family Fun!
Time
Run For
Riverside 5K
Saturday, July 20,
8am-9:30am
RNC Bird Walk & Talk

Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin
in front of our visitor center to join in a
birding adventure along the Guadalupe
River trail. All ages are invited.
Thursday, July 25,
6pm-7pm
RNC Nature Night
“Wild Nights” with Susan
Sander
Discover the sights and sounds of our
nocturnal wildlife.
Free Family Fun
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Registration for our annual
5K is open! Visit our website
for more information.
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What you may see this month at RNC- July 2019
Written by Martha Miesch		

Photos by Marilyn Knight

Hunt For Gold this month at RNC!
The theme for this month has to be “Hunt for Gold”!
Marilyn picked three great photos of golden beauties that she found in delightful locations on the
grounds of the Nature Center.
See if you can find Brown Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia triloba) which can grow as tall as 2 1/2 inches tall.
It is often found in grassy areas. There are rough spreading hairs that cover the stems and the leaves.
The photo shows them just before the beautiful blooms appear. This is a short blooming perennial
from April to July. You may see why its name makes it easy to remember.
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What you may see this month at RNC- June 2019
Texas Greeneyes (Berlandiera betonicifolia) is well named, also. The perennial flowers
can be up to 2 inches wide and grow 2-4 feet tall. They can
be found on highway embankments and on the edge of
woods.
The disk flower center has a green appearance and blooms
from May to July.

Simpson’s Rosinweed (Silphium simpsonii) is
a splash of gold that can grow from 2 to 6 ft. tall
with alternating leaves 5 inches long. The flowers
on this perennial can be as large as 2 ½ inches and
bloom from July to September.

Make looking for gold your personal challenge this month,
and be sure to use your favorite wildflower field guide to
learn more about your golden discoveries.
Find a great selection of field guides and
wildflower books in the gift shop.
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Nature Nights
June began our summer Nature Night program. We had hands-on
experience learning about life underwater with Bob Howells,
life underground with Morgan Williams,
and how to make seedballs with Zynobia Wooten.
July will bring in even more learning opportunities so keep an eye on
our website for details. All activities are family friendly and free to the
public, however, donations are always appreciated.
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National Get Outdoors Day

Riverside Nature Center had a blast at
National Get Outdoors Day held at Louise
Hays Park. Our volunteers, Richard & Teresa
Coleman, engaged participants in learning
about the wonders of nature.

June Bird Walk & Talk

Our June Bird Walk & Talk led by Paul &
Deloris Sellin featured 9 incredible bird
enthusiasts.
Baby Yellow-crowned Night-Herons and
Yellow-billed Cuckoos were just a few of the
birds spotted on their walk along the river
trail.

UGRA Annual River Clean Up @ Flat Rock Park
July 27, 2019
8am-12pm
Volunteers will mobilize throughout the Guadalupe River watershed in Kerr County to remove trash
from in and around our waterways.Trash will be collected at Flat Rock Park and wrap up activities will
follow including free refreshments and awards for the most unusual item and the biggest item.
Prizes will be raffled off and the first 300 volunteers will receive a free River Clean Up 2019 t-shirt.
There will also be an ecological fair with exhibits and demonstrations.
Volunteers are encouraged to pre register.
Visit http://www.ugra.org/major-initiatives/river-clean-up for more information or
contact Tara Bushnoe at UGRA tbushnoe@ugra.org.
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Visit The RNC Gift Shop
Lee & Gayle Wilson with Bobcat Ranch Workshop
are now featured in our
giftshop. Each item is made to order. They offer
handmade, one of a kind, bird houses, bird baths,
and garden planters. As well as garden peace
poles.
RNC would like to thank the Wilsons for their
gracious donation of 2 themed
garden poles. These will be
prominently and proudly placed in our pollinator
garden and bird viewing area.
Be sure to stop by and admire these works of art.

T-Shirts Galore!

3X Adult to 2T sizes are available

The Magic T’s are back in in a variety of themes.
The newest addition is “Owls.”
And the SNAKEZZZ tee is here, along with
LEPIDOPTERA (Adult size only), and
“IT’S IN MY NATURE”.
They all have Riverside Nature Center name drops
screened on them.
We also have beautiful jewelry, toys for the kids, &
books about nature.
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Thank you to Mrs. Wrase’s 4th Grade class at
Tom Daniels Elementary for their donation of
the book they created,
“The Science ABC Book”.
Stop by and see these talented students
work.

9

Clean Up Day
On Saturday, June 22nd, our
volunteers showed up bright and early to assist in the trimmin’, pickin’
& totin’ clean up of our Nature Trail.
We would like to say thank you to the
volunteers that work
so hard to help us
keep our
trail beautiful.

Weekday Workday
Thursday, July 11th
8:30am-Noon
Bring Gloves!

This will kick off the beginning of Workday Thursdays!
The Building/Grounds Commitee & staff invite all who want to learn more about becoming a regular
volunteer at the Riverside Nature Center, to come on Thursday mornings & work along side us.
This will provide opportunities to learn more about the Nature Center’s mission, native plants, & the
necessary maintenance required to keep RNC growing & active.
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RNC Donors
05/24/19 thru 06/25/19
Marsha Baumann
Ken & Jeannie Berger
Kelly & Jane Clark
Jana & Bruce Colgate
Judy & Warren Ferguson
Barbara Kana
Sandra D Kennedy
Barbara Lowenthal
Malcolm & Peggy Matthews
Barbara Oates
Susan Vogel
Kerrville Fitness Club, LLC

Edna Platte
Harriet Redwine
Eldon Sheffer
Richard Smith
Paula & Ernest Smith
Sue Sommers
David & Barbara Staggs
Jim Stanley
Tim & Mary Ellen Summerlin
Bill & Mary Lee Tennant
Melinda Wasson
Hill Country Geo Scientists

RNC New Members
05/24/19 thru 06/25/19
Sue Sommers
Linda & John Fiore
Patty & Joel Scrafford
Samuel & June Begeman

Partners In Nature
Peter Lewis, Architect & Associates

Crenwelge Motors

Ken Stoepel Ford

BK Independent Production, LLC

La Quinta Real Ranch, LLC

Davidson, Freedle, Espenhover & Overby, PC

Century 21 The Hills Reality
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/
donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?

Riverside Nature Center

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe
River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347—
Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.

150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Texas 78028
(830)257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Our mission is to advance the stewardship of
our natural environment. We provide quality
educational experiences for the community’s
children, adults and families; and we serve as
a resource center for the community on native
plants and nature related information.

We would love it if you will
Like us on Facebook
(Riverside Nature Center Association)

and follow us on Instagram
(riversidenaturecenter)

BOARD MEMBERS
RNC OFFICERS

Bryan Brown
Bernice Fischer
Barbara Oates-President
Joe Hawkins
Peter Lewis - Past President
Tara Bushnoe - Vice President Malcolm Matthews
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Liz Ross
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer
Peggy Thompson
Jake Walther
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