
Plants in Riverside Nature Center sale Fall 2019

TEXAS NATIVE BUNCHGRASSES

Big Bluestem Andropogon gerardii Grass

One of "Big Four" in tallgrass prairie. Easy to grow. Ornamental foliage. Seed heads resemble a 

turkey's foot. Good in border rears or native plant gardens. Extensive root system. Good for 

erosion control. Cattle love it, not tolerant of concentrated grazing. Cut to ground in late winter 

before new growth starts.

Big Muhly Grass
Muhlenbergia 

lindheimeri
Grass

Elegant, large-scale specimen grass.  Extremely hardy.  Not an aggressive spreader.  An alternative 

to non-native pampas grass.  Also known as Lindheimer Muhly.

Bushy Bluestem Andropogon glomeratus Grass

Great looking. Low maintenance. Ideal for moist gardens and pastures. Fluffy flower heads add 

texture to landscape. Great in dried flower arrangements. Small animals use for nesting material, 

seeds, and shelter. For tidy appearance cut back old foliage before new growth starts in spring.

Deer Muhly (Deergrass) Muhlenbergia rigens Grass

Deer grass looks like small pampas grass but without the bad leaf cuts and aggressive seeding. 

Much more useful because of its size. Use in dry stream beds, native plant gardens, dry slopes, 

along driveways or along street edge to slow runoff. Good addition to native and wild garden for 

habitat.

Eastern Gamagrass Tripsacum dactyloides Grass

Usually 2-3 ft high but can be larger. Thick roots penetrate deep and help prevent erosion. Related 

to corn, seeds stacked same way. Cattle love it but can kill by over grazing. Easy to grow. Cut to 

ground in winter. Adds size and texture to shaded perennial border. Good in naturalized areas and 

shady locations near water. 

Gulf Coast Muhly Muhlenbergia capillaris Grass
Stunning pink to lavender floral display in fall.  Functions well in meadow gardens and as a general 

garden plant.

Inland Sea Oats Chasmanthium latifolium Grass

Attractive understory plant. Prefers moist areas. Graceful drooping seed heads sway in breeze. 

Reseeds but easy to remove unwanted plants.  Good container plant. Good erosion control on 

streambanks.

Little bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium Grass
One of the "Big Four" native grasses. Very ornamental well behaved bunchgrass. Tolerates wide 

range of soils but not wetlands and not repeated mowing.  Larval host for skipper butterflies.

Pine Muhly Muhlenbergia dubia Grass
Excellent specimen grass.  Nicely shaped bunchgrass that stays where you put it.  No maintenance 

needed.

Sideoats Grama Bouteloua curtipendula Grass
Texas state grass. Attractive garden accent. Red foliage in fall.  Perennial. Mixes well with spring 

wildflowers. Larval host for skipper butterflies.

Switchgrass Panicum virgatum Grass

One of the "Big Four" native grasses. Bright green leaves turn bright yellow in fall. Use as garden 

accent or erosion control. 10ft deep root system. Tolerates dry but thrives in moist. Provides seed, 

cover for wildlife. Butterfly larval food source.

Texas Cupgrass
Eriochloa sericea

Grass
Does not grow rhizomously, but in bunches with tangled (but individual) roots attached to 

individual stalks. Seeds are a favorite of the Painted Bunting.  

Yellow Indiangrass Sorghastrum nutans Grass
One of the "Big Four" important tall native prairie grasses.  Produces beautiful heavy, golden plume 

like seed heads. Seeds eaten by birds. Larval host for skipper butterflies. 



PLANTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST - UNCOMMON / NEW / HARD TO FIND IN NURSERY TRADE

Anacua/Sugarberry/ 

Sandpaper Tree
Ehretia anacua Tree

Showy aromatic ornamental. Leaves feel like sandpaper. Disease resistant. Easy to grow but needs 

good drainage. Dense clusters of fragrant white flowers.  Nectar and fruit for wildlife.  Edible fruit 

good for jams.

Antelope Horn Milkweed Asclepias asperula Perennial
Prefers dry, rocky, well drained soil; likes roadsides.  Large taproot.  Invariably has aphids; 

predators will control them. Larval host Monarch, Queen, Skippers.

Beargrass (Basket Grass) Nolina texana Succulent
Low-maintenance graceful evergreen garden accent. Likes well drained rocky slope with afternoon 

or dappled shade. Attractive hanging over wall or as ground cover. Deer eat blooms but not leaves.

Big Red Sage Salvia penstemonoides Perennial
RARE IN THE WILD AND IN NURSERIES Hummingbirds love it! Long bloom period. Easy to grow. 

Evergreen rosette in winter. Attractive, well behaved plant.  Self-seeds. Likes well drained soil.

Blanco Crabapple Malus ioensis var. texana Tree
Rare Hill Country tree.  Ornamental. Full sun for maximum bloom and fruit.  Fruit attracts birds.  

Short trunk. Stiff limbs give statuesque appearance in winter.

Buckley Yucca Yucca constricta Succulent

Makes a dramatic statement in the landscape. Showy flowers up to 2-inches long held high above 

crown. Best bloom in full sun. Deer eat the flowers. Prefers rocky well drained limestone slope. 

Uncommon in nurseries.

Buttonbush
Cephalanthus 

occidentalis
Shrub

Handsome ornamental for wet soils. Plant it by you’re A/C drip pipe!  Wonderful nectar source for 

pollinators.  A honey plant.  Birds eat the seeds.

Canyon Senna Senna wislizeni Shrub
Native to dry, rocky soils in West Texas. Brilliant yellow flowers make an attractive contrast to the 

foliage. Dependable in poor soil and fairly drought-tolerant. 
Carolina Linden      

(Basswood)
Tilia caroliniana Tree

UNCOMMON. Usually of small size.  Likes canyons with year-round streams and moist loamy 

soils. Nice addition to the landscape. Fragrant flowers in spring. A useful honey plant.

Carolina Buckthorn Frangula caroliniana Tree

Attractive understory tree. Easy to grow in well drained soil.  Shiny leaves stay green into late fall. 

Flowers not showy. Fruit fleshy, 1/4 inch red, turning black when ripe.  Does not have spines. Great 

tree for wildlife.

Chisos Rosewood Vauquelinia corymbosa Shrub
Its twisted branches with dark-brown bark, evergreen foliage, and showy flowers and fruit all make 

this an attractive landscape plant. Native to dry rocky slopes.

Chocolate Daisy Berlandiera lyrata Perennial
The flowers smell like CHOCOLATE! Likes rocky well drained soil.  Good for meadow or perennial 

garden.  Can be mowed.  Readily reseeds.  Attracts birds and butterflies.
Climbing Milkweed (Twine-

Vine)
Funastrum cynanchoides Vine

Attractive vine, ornamental blooms. Twines on fences & other plants. Suitable for xeriscaping. 

Larval host monarch and queen butterflies. Nectar source. 

Common Bee-brush Aloysia gratissima Shrub
Easy to grow. Long bloom period. Fragrant flowers after summer rain. Can prune to hedge or small 

tree. Xeric or moist rocky soils. Good honey plant and nectar source.

Desert Willow 'White'    

RARE
Chilopsis linearis 'white' Tree

Rare variety with white flowers. Long blooming ornamental tree. Blooms in spring and after rain. 

Best in deep well drained soil. Tolerates reflected heat. Flowers and seeds provide food for wildlife. 

Elbowbush (FEMALE) Forestiera pubescens Shrub

FEMALE PLANTS VERY RARE, only females have fruit. Good in naturalistic landscape. Widely 

adaptable. Use as ground cover where grass won't grow. Irregular growth habit great for nesting 

birds. Spring nectar source for pollinators.

Engelmann's Sage Salvia engelmannii Shrub

Attractive tough plant endemic to central Texas. Showy blue flowers on short spikes in spring. 

Superb rock garden plant. Easy to grow. Good drainage essential. Suitable for terra cotta pots. 

Good nectar source.
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Flaxleaf Bouchea Bouchea linifolia Shrub
Abundant beautiful flowers. Very long bloom period. Attracts butterflies. Drought and heat 

tolerant. Low maintenance. Perfect for dry gardens with little organic matter.

Fragrant (Aromatic) Sumac Rhus aromatica Shrub
Important wildlife plant. Flowers provide early nectar. Berries on female plants provide winter food 

for wildlife.  

Fragrant Mimosa Mimosa borealis Shrub
Nectar source. Great for xeric garden. Plant away from high traffic areas. Can take extreme heat 

and harsh conditions once established.

Frostweed Verbesina virginica Perennial

Fall nectar important for monarch butterflies. Easy to grow.  Best suited for naturalizing.  Stately 

dark green leaves and white, autumn flowers. Good transitional plant between manicured and wild 

areas.  Ice ribbons form in first hard freeze.

Havard Penstemon Penstemon havardii Perennial

Showiest of the native Texas scarlet penstemons. Suitable for xeriscaping. Common in gravelly 

areas near Rio Grande. After spring bloom leave the stalks for fall bloom.  Attractive to bees, 

butterflies and  hummingbirds. 

Hierba de Zizotes Milkweed Asclepias oenotheroides Perennial
Larval host for Monarch butterflies. Leafs out & flowers if rains follow dry period. Loves full sun. 

Prefers sandy, dry soil. Great for butterfly garden. 
Lacey Oak Quercus laceyi Tree Oak wilt resistant. Quality shade tree ideal for smaller spaces. Tolerates shallow soils.

Mountain Sage

Salvia regla

Shrub

Very showy long-blooming crimson flowers from July to October are extremely attractive to 

migrating hummingbirds. Afternoon shade with good morning sun is best, or bright filtered light all 

day. For bushier growth and more blooms cut back in late winter. Once established, do not fertilize. 

Uncommon beautiful shrub of Chisos Mountains. 

Native Plumbago
Plumbago scandens

Perennial

Aka Summer Snow. Native to washes and canyons. Prefers shade in Central TX and planted in a 

protected area to ensure wintering well. Does best with regular summer water in well drained soil. 

Attracts butterflies.

Pearl Milkweed Vine Matelea reticulata Vine

Not a bold plant but the small green star-shaped flowers with pearly center are lovely. Seed pod 

interesting. Use as a novel woodland-edge garden feature. Blooms best with plenty of sun. Larval 

host Queen and Monarch butterflies. 

Prairie Goldenrod Solidago nemoralis Perennial
Extended flowering season.  Attracts butterflies.  Shorter and less aggressive than common 

goldenrod. Good companion for gayfeather and autumn sage.

Purple Milkweed Vine Matelea biflora Vine
Handsome plant often missed trailing along the ground in open grassy areas. Woody rootstock. 

Needs well drained location. Larval host Queen and Monarch butterflies.

Red Mulberry (FEMALE) Morus rubra Tree

Attractive foliage and spreading habit.  Great wildscape tree. Female trees produce huge quantities 

of sweet fruit relished by birds and mammals. Often planted to attract wildlife. Native habitat 

woodland borders and near streams.  

Roemer Acacia Senegalia roemeriana Shrub

Attractive plant requires little care to produce pretty blooms amid ferny foliage. Spring flowers in 

airy round white balls are an important source of sweet clear Texas honey.  Twigs armed with 

short, curved prickles; hence the common name, Catclaw. Develops into a small tree if access to 

deep soil and sufficient moisture.

Roughleaf Dogwood Cornus drummondii Shrub
Large showy clusters of tiny flowers provide nectar. Birds eat the white fruits. Leaves turn red in 

fall. Colonizes by suckers. Adaptable to wet or dry soils. Best in wet areas. Good for erosion control. 

Scarlet Leatherflower Clematis texensis Vine
Very hardy delicate looking clematis. Showy flowers.  Beautiful accent to shady area. Blooms best 

with half day of sun. Good nectar source.
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Shrubby Blue Sage Salvia ballotiflora Shrub
Leaves smell great & nectar feeds butterflies. Likes rocky gravelly soil on brushy slopes. Good 

drainage required. Cut back in late winter for bushy plants.

Spicebush Lindera benzoin Shrub
Larval host for swallowtail butterflies. Useful in moist, shady places. Sun makes better form & more 

berries. No serious disease or insect problems. 

Sunflower Goldeneye Viguiera dentata Perennial

Extremely drought-tolerant. Grows 3 ft. in sun; up to 6 ft. in part shade. Great source for fall color. 

Let spent flower stalks stand in winter to provide seed for birds. Reseeds readily. Larval host 

Bordered Patch and Crescentspot.

Tall Goldenrod Solidago canadensis Perennial

Attracts butterflies and native bees. Easily grown in various soils.  Does not cause hay fever. 

Flowers explode into bloom in late summer. Colonizes by rhizomes and self-seeding. Pair with 

maximilian sunflower and western ironweed in naturalized area.

Tatalencho
Gymnosperma 

glutinosum
Perennial

Uncommon in nurseries. Native to hot dry hillsides and rocky soils. Woody at base, herbaceous 

above. Self-sows freely. Leaves, stems, and flowers are sticky. Covered summer to fall with masses 

of tiny yellow fragrant flowers that attract butterflies. 

Texas Ash Fraxinus albicans Tree
Attractive long-lived tree. Only ash appropriate to Hill Country. Needs good drainage. Larval host 

eastern tiger swallowtail butterfly. 

Texas Greeneyes Berlandiera betonicifolia Perennial
Striking yellow flower. Plant looks great surrounded by native grasses. Likes well drained soils. 

Provides nectar for butterflies and bees.

Texas Milkweed (White 

Milkweed)
Asclepias texana Perennial

Conspicuous showy flowers provide nectar for butterflies. Special value to native bees. Easy to 

grow, blooms first year. Suitable for xeriscape. Invariably has aphids, predators will control them.  

Larval host for Monarch and Queen butterflies.  

Texas Pinyon Pine (young 

trees very small)
Pinus remota Tree

One of the few pines adapted to alkaline soil. Well adapted to dry hot summers. Water 2x week to 

establish taproot, then less over time. Taller in deep soil. Like bonsai in shallow soil. Native to 

canyons and rocky dry sites. Edible seeds. 

Texas White Honeysuckle Lonicera albiflora Shrub
Native honeysuckle. Special value to native bees and butterflies. Fall berries attract birds. Good 

choice for hot rocky places.

Western Ironweed Vernonia baldwinii Perennial

Easy to grow. Big flat-topped clusters of flowers an important nectar source for late season 

butterflies and native bees. Aggressively colonizes by rhizomes, best in naturalized areas. Pairs well 

with maximilian sunflower and tall goldenrod.

Western Soapberry
Sapindus saponaria var. 

drummondii
Tree

Attractive, hardy, fast growing, adaptable tree. Brilliant yellow leaves in fall. Showy flowers and 

fruit. Birds eat the fruit which is considered poisonous to humans.  Can become a large tree in deep 

soil. In shallow soil often remains a small tree. May sucker and form groves. Not affected by 

disease or insects. Hard to find in the nursery trade. Native alternative to the invasive Chinaberry 

tree.

Woolly Bee-brush Aloysia macrostachya Shrub
Attractive shrub with long bloom season. Tolerates pruning/shearing. Needs well drained site. May 

freeze to ground but will re-sprout. Attracts butterflies and bees.

Wright acacia Acacia wrightii Tree

The most cold hardy of Texas's acacia trees. Superb honey source. Feathery foliage provides 

filtered shade. Attractive combination of twisted flat pods and fragrant white flowers make this a 

good accent in landscape.  Evergreen to semi-evergreen. Relatively free from insect pests and 

diseases. Twigs armed with catclaw-like prickles can be a very effective security hedge. 



OTHER PLANTS THAT WILL BE IN THE SALE

American Beautyberry Callicarpa americana Shrub
Great understory shrub. Best with dependable moisture & deep soil. Does not need pruning. Nectar 

source in spring. Showy fall berries provide food for birds. 

Anacacho Orchid Tree Bauhinia lunarioides Tree
Beautiful specimen plant. Best if protected from winter winds.  Good container plant for small 

areas. Understory tree needs well drained soil. 
Autumn Sage assorted 

colors
Salvia greggii varieties Perennial

A hummingbird magnet!  Ideal for hot dry well-drained alkaline soils.  Many color varieties.  Disease 

and insect free.  Do not fertilize.  Prune if too leggy.

Black Dalea Dalea frutescens Shrub
Likes dry rocky areas. Once established requires no maintenance. Long bloom period. Excellent 

nectar source for butterflies and native bees.

Blackfoot Daisy
Melampodium 

leucanthum
Perennial

Great rock garden plant!  Low maintenance.  Requires dry conditions. Nectar plant for bees and 

butterflies.

Blue Sotol Dasylirion wheeleri Succulent

An exciting, drought tolerant, evergreen specimen for large containers, or to accent a xeric rock 

garden or waterwise border. Ornamental, easy to grow. Not pedestrian friendly. Needs space. 

Flower spikes to 10 feet attract hummingbirds. Provide excellent drainage, use rock mulch instead 

of bark. 

Brazos Penstemon Penstemon tenuis Perennial
Easy to grow. Flowers profusely. Attracts butterflies & hummingbirds. Poor drainage OK. Reseeds 

freely.  Good in combo with yellow columbine.

Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa Tree
Oak wilt resistant.  Majestic long-lived tree. Tolerates wide range of conditions. Open spreading 

crown with age.  Has large taproot, large leaves, golf ball size acorns.

Cedar Elm Ulmus crassifolia Tree
Tough adaptable shade tree. Tolerates drought or flood. Adapted to poor soils. A substitute for 

oaks. Attracts butterflies and birds. 

Cedar Sage Salvia roemeriana Perennial
A fine plant for a well-drained shade garden.  Tolerates occasional shearing or mowing.  Early spring 

nectar source.  A hummingbird magnet!

Chile Pequin Capsicum annuum Perennial
Easy to grow. Ornamental & well behaved. Likes well drained soil. Edible red HOT peppers loved by 

birds.  Freezes to ground in cold winter.  Good container plant.

Chinkapin Oak Quercus muehlenbergii Tree
Oak wilt resistant. Attractive stately form. Small acorns. Relatively fast growing & free of diseases. 

Needs extra water until established.  Good tree for wildlife.

Columbine 'Texas Gold'
Aquilegia chrysantha var. 

hinckleyana
Perennial

Good spring color in shade gardens.  Readily re-seeds. Likes moisture but needs well drained soil.  

Good nectar source in early spring. 

Columbine, Wild Red Aquilegia canadensis Perennial
Attracts hummingbirds!  Good nectar source in early spring.  Readily re-seeds. Likes moisture but 

must be in well drained soil.

Coral Honeysuckle Lonicera sempervirens Vine
Hummingbirds love it!  Early spring nectary and butterfly larval food. Long bloom period. Likes 

moist, well drained soil.  Not aggressive.  Suitable for smaller structures

Crossvine Bignonia capreolata Vine
Grows fast once established. Not invasive or hard to control. Flourishes in part shade. Prefers moist 

well drained soil. Showy flowers attract hummingbirds.

Damianita Chrysactinia mexicana Perennial
Long bloom period. Very heat tolerant. Thrives in poor soil with good drainage. Great for rock 

gardens and dry borders. Nectar source for bees & butterflies.

Desert Willow 'Bubba' Chilopsis linearis 'bubba' Tree
Ornamental small accent tree. Large purple blooms after rain provide nectar. Best in deep well 

drained soil. Tolerates reflected heat. Produces fewer seed pods than true native.

Evergreen Sumac Rhus virens Shrub

Ornamental glossy green leaves turn maroon after frost. New leaves pinkish.  Native to dry 

hillsides. Likes well drained site. Good choice for natural hedge/screen/background plant. Late 

summer nectar source. Red berries in fall for wildlife.



Eve's Necklace Styphnolobium affine Tree
Showy accent tree.  Great addition to any landscape. Requires well drained soil.  Flowers a good 

nectar source in early spring.

Fall Aster Aster oblongifolius Perennial
Dazzling fall bloom! Colonizes but easily controlled. Fall nectar source. Likes well drained soil. 

Lightly prune in June to keep compact. Cut to ground when dormant.

Fall Obedient Plant Physostegia virginiana Perennial
Adaptable, spreads aggressively by stolons but easy to pull up.  Tolerates poor drainage.  Attracts 

butterflies and hummingbirds.

Flame Acanthus
Anisacanthus quadrifidus 

var. wrightii
Shrub

Great hummingbird & butterfly plant.  Larval host Crimson Patch and Texan Crescent. Rain triggers 

bloom.  Seeds out readily.
Four-Nerve Daisy 

(Bitterweed)
Tetraneuris scaposa Perennial

Very hardy, small and compact, highly deer resistant plant. Prefers dry well drained soil.  Great for 

sunny rock gardens.  Good nectar source for bees and butterflies in early spring.

Golden groundsel Packera  obovata Perennial
Likes moist well drained soil. Good ground cover and early color for shady spots.  Good early nectar 

source for bees and butterflies.

Goldenball Leadtree Leucaena retusa Tree
Gorgeous small tree that grows well in rocky soil. Blooms in spring and after rain. Airy foliage casts 

light shade for under plantings. 

Gregg's Blue Mistflower Conoclinium greggii Perennial
A butterfly magnet!  Spreads by runners, but easy to contain.  Great groundcover.  Low 

maintenance, long bloom.

Heartleaf Skullcap Scutellaria ovata Perennial
Good ground cover under oaks. Disappears in drought, but comes back. Showy blue flowers bloom 

on spikes.  Nectar source for butterflies & hummingbirds. 

Henry Duelberg Salvia 
Salvia farinacea "Henry 

Duelberg"
Perennial

A more floriferous variety of mealy blue sage. Butterflies and hummingbirds love it.  Low 

maintenance.  Well drained soil.  Heat tolerant.  A 'Texas Superstar' plant.

Kidneywood Eysenhardtia texana Shrub
Attractive wispy form. Easy to grow. Blooms profusely after summer rain. Loved by butterflies and 

solitary bees.

Lanceleaf coreopsis Coreopsis lanceolata Perennial
Easy to grow. Tolerates heat, drought, humidity. Dies to ground in winter. Not reliably perennial 

but readily reseeds. Good for naturalizing. Nectar for pollinators.

Lindheimer's Nolina Nolina lindheimeriana Succulent
Highly ornamental. Evergreen. Extremely drought tolerant.  Bloom is tall spike that deer may eat.  

Leaves have sharp edges, not pedestrian friendly.  

Lyreleaf sage Salvia lyrata Perennial Great evergreen groundcover! Reseeds easily and can be mowed.  Flowers are good nectar source.

Maximilian Sunflower Helianthus maximiliani Perennial
Great in sunny borders, native gardens, naturalized areas. Nectar for pollinators & seeds for 

wildlife. May spread aggressively. Flops over if grown in moist rich soil.  

Mexican Buckeye Ungnadia speciosa Shrub
Outstanding small specimen tree or tall background shrub.  Attracts butterflies.  Seeds poisonous.  

In the soapberry family, not a true buckeye.

Mexican Plum Prunus mexicana Tree
Early spring covered with clouds of fragrant white flowers. Non-suckering  showy accent tree. 

Nectar for butterflies & bees. Dark red edible fruit ripens late fall. 

Missouri Violet Viola missouriensis Perennial
Good in moist well-drained woodland shade garden. Re-seeds.  Fritillary butterfly larval host. Good 

early spring nectar source for pollinators.

Narrow-leaf Coneflower Echinacea  angustifolia Perennial
Nectar & seeds for wildlife. Good addition to prairie garden. Attractive in flower arrangements. 

Becoming rare in wild from loss of habitat and over-harvesting.

Pigeonberry Rivina humilis Perennial
Nectar for pollinators, berries for birds. Bears flowers & fruit simultaneously. Good groundcover 

under trees. Tolerates moist or dry soil. Good container plant.

Pink Gaura Oenothera lindheimeri Perennial
Easy to grow. Ornamental blooms. Good in the back of perennial border or bed. Tolerates high 

heat. May spread aggressively. Good container plant.



Possumhaw Holly (female) Ilex decidua Shrub
Berries (on female trees only) persist after leaf drop and provide winter color. Good understory or 

accent tree. Tolerates poor drainage. Berries attract wildlife.

Prairie Flameleaf Sumac Rhus lanceolata Shrub
Hardy ornamental. Easy to grow. Low maintenance.  Less likely to sucker and colonize if left 

undisturbed. Berries are food source for winter birds.

Prairie Verbena Glandularia bipinnatifida Perennial
Likes dry to medium-moist well-drained sites. Drought tolerant, long blooming, sweet fragrance. 

Vivid purple blooms attract butterflies.

Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea Perennial
Attracts butterflies & hummingbirds.  Showy, easy to grow, spreads by seeds.  Long lasting flowers. 

Cutting flower stalks after spring bloom encourages second bloom period.

Purple Skullcap Scutellaria wrightii Perennial
Nectar for butterflies.  Small plant.  Evergreen. Needs good drainage.  Use for rock gardens, dry 

hillsides, xeriscaping.

Red Yucca Hesperaloe parviflora Succulent
Flowers attract hummingbirds. Deer eat blooms only. Dramatic specimen in dry garden. Adapts to 

various well drained soils. Great in large pots.

Retama Parkinsonia aculeata Tree
Blooms after rain.  Nectar/seed for wildlife.  Well drained soil of any type. Has thorns. Defoliates in 

severe drought, damaged in severe frost, but recovers from both. 

Rock Penstemon Penstemon baccharifolius Perennial Likes well drained rocky limestone soils. Trim it if leggy.  A hummingbird magnet!

Rock Rose (Rose Pavonia) Pavonia lasiopetala Perennial
Ornamental blooms attract butterflies and hummingbirds.  Easy to grow. Not picky about soil or 

moisture. Cut back by 1/3 in late winter if leggy. 

Roughstem Rosinweed Silphium radula Perennial
Smaller stature than Simpson's Rosinweed. Attractive 2-inch blooms special value to native bees 

and butterflies. Larval host for Bordered Patch butterfly. 

Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum Viburnum rufidulum Shrub
Showy understory tree.  Needs good drainage. Provides nectar and fruit for wildlife. Excellent fall 

color.
Shrubby Boneset (Fragrant 

White Mist)
Ageratina havanensis Shrub

Showy fall plant. Fragrant blooms a magnet to hummingbirds & butterflies. Larval host Bordered 

Patch and Metalmark butterflies. Tolerates most soils.

Skeleton-leaf Goldeneye Viguiera stenoloba Perennial
Huge native nectary!  Must have good drainage.  Hard frost tender but rebounds. Cut back to 6" in 

winter to encourage bushiness.

Snake Herb Dyschoriste linearis Perennial

Low growing perennial that makes a good groundcover in partly sunny places. Prefers dry caliche 

soils.  No pruning required.  Good in rock garden and as erosion control.  Lavender bell shaped 

flowers in spring and summer attract butterflies. 

Texas Betony Stachys coccinea Perennial
Aromatic foliage and tremendous spring bloom. Blooms into fall. Good in shady places. Great for 

borders, mixed beds and containers. Hummingbirds love it!

Texas Frogfruit Phyla nodiflora Perennial
Groundcover. Spreads vigorously.  Butterfly nectar & larval host. Tolerates drought, flooding, and 

light foot traffic. Goes dormant in hard winter.

Texas Lantana
Lantana urticoides (aka 

horrida)
Shrub

Attracts butterflies and hummingbirds. Long bloom period. Deer may eat blooms but not foliage.  

Needs good drainage.  Freezes in harsh winter but rebounds in spring.

Texas Mountain Laurel Sophora secundiflora Shrub
Good early spring nectar source for pollinators.  Needs good drainage.  Native to rocky limestone 

cliffs.  Interesting seed pods, poisonous seeds.  Deer leave it alone!

Texas Persimmon Diospyros texana Tree
Premier Texas tree. Showy gray trunk, intricate branches. Deciduous. Likes rocky ground but 

tolerates any well drained soil. Small edible fruit only on female plants. Great tree for wildlife.

Texas Redbud
Cercis canadensis var. 

texensis
Shrub

Ornamental understory tree.  Flowers appear in early spring before leaves emerge.  Important 

nectar source.  Seeds a winter food source for birds.



Texas Sage 'Green Cloud' Leucophyllum frutescens Shrub
Profusion of purple flowers in summer. Makes a fine accent specimen or can be used in hedges and 

mass plantings. Does not do well with too much water or shade.

Tropical Sage Salvia coccinea Perennial
A showy plant for containers and borders.  Easy to grow. Freezes to ground in winter. Butterflies & 

hummingbirds love it!

Turkscap
Malvaviscus arboreus var 

drummondii
Perennial

Good ornamental for shady sites. Adaptable. Forms an expanding colony but easy to contain. Long 

bloom period. Great hummingbird & butterfly plant. 

Twistleaf yucca Yucca rupicola Succulent
Great accent plant for dry shady spots and shaded rock gardens. Flower stalk 5-ft tall. Deer eat 

blooms but not foliage. Likes good drainage.

Virginia Creeper
Parthenocissus 

quinquefolia
Vine

Easy to grow. Use as climbing vine or ground cover. Luxuriant green leaves turn brilliant colors in 

fall. Adheres via adhesive discs rather than penetrating rootlets, so won't damage buildings. Larval 

host for sphinx moths. Berries for birds. 

Winecup (trailing red) Callirhoe involucrata Perennial
Ornamental blooms. Sprawling plant fills in spaces.  Larval host for Gray Hairstreak butterfly. Looks 

nice in hanging basket or trailing over wall. Likes well-drained soil. 

Woolly Stemodia
Stemodia lanata

Perennial

Great velvety silver foliage. Tiny lavender or white flowers. Dies back in cold winter. Reliably 

evergreen in warmer areas. Prefers dry, hot sites with good drainage. Attractive trailing over edge 

of a pot or wall.

Yellow Bells (native)
Tecoma stans var. 

angustata
Shrub

Great accent shrub. Heat loving, freeze sensitive, recovers quickly in spring.  Hardier than tropicals 

sold in nurseries. Good in large containers. Nectar source.

Yellow Yucca
Hesperaloe parviflora 

'yellow'
Succulent

Long lasting yellow flower spikes attract hummingbirds. Dramatic specimen in dry garden. Adapts 

to various well drained soils. Great in large pots. Deer eat blooms only.

Zexmenia Wedelia texana Perennial
Tough plant, easy to grow, long-lived, not aggressive.  Dies to ground in winter recovers in spring. 

Blooms after rain. Dormant in severe drought. Good nectar source.


